
Welcome to First Congregational Church United Church of Christ 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday After Pentecost | Pledge Consecration Sunday 

November 14, 2021 

**Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 

GATHERING BELL 
At the sound of the bell, please quieten yourselves and prepare for worship. 
 

PRELUDE Great is Thy Faithfulness, Runyan/Hayes Martha Jones 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVITATION TO WORSHIP Rev. Paul Ashby 
 

Whoever you are…and wherever you are on life’s journey… 
you are welcome here! 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Antonio D’Lallo 
 

 We gather today as God’s people; 
  As we pray, may we love God with all our hearts, minds, spirits, and strength. 
 Creator God, hallowed be your name, 
  Eternal Creator, who is everywhere present, You are the Center of all. 
 Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Your ownership and our stewardship be always in our hearts, as in the universe. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
  We remember that you are the source of our lives, that you feed us daily. 

Forgive us our sins…our debts…our trespasses, as we also have forgiven others…And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil… 

Forgive us as we forgive others, and leave us not when we are tempted, but keep us from 
doing evil. 

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever… 
For you are the highest good, the gentlest power, the light of all. 

 

** HYMN NCH 562 Take My Gifts Michael Petri with congregation 
 

Take my gifts and let me love you, God who first of all loved me, 
Gave me light and food and shelter, gave me life and set me free, 
Now because your love has touched me, I have love to give away, 
Now the bread of love is rising, loaves of love to multiply! 
 

Take the fruit that I have gathered from the tree your Spirit sowed, 
Harvest of your own compassion, juice that makes the wine of God, 
Spiced with humor, laced with laughter – flavor of the Jesus life, 
Tang of risk and new adventure, taste and zest beyond belief. 
 

Take whatever I can offer – gifts that I have yet to find, 
Skills that I am slow to sharpen, talents of the hand and mind, 
Things made beautiful for others in the place where I must be: 
Take my gifts and let me love you, God who first of all loved me. 

 

STEWARDSHIP TESTIMONIAL  Heidi Hess 
 

INVITATION TO OFFERING  Antonio 
 

OFFERTORY  Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ, Jamaican/Potter/Carter Martha 
 

 



**DOXOLOGY 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God all creatures high and low.  
Alleluia. Alleluia.  
Praise God for all that Love has done, 
Creator, Christ and Spirit One. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

**PRAYER OF DEDICATION  Antonio 
 

Holy God, Creator, Christ, Spirit, God of Many Names, your generosity to us is beyond our 
ability to imagine it. With gratitude, we offer what we are and what we have, to serve you, as 
Jesus taught us. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Paul 

Respond to each shared prayer request with “Peace, Shalom, Salaam.” 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  
 

SCRIPTURE  1 Timothy 6:6-10, NSRV Antonio 
 

Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; for we brought nothing into 
the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; but if we have food and clothing, we will be content 
with these. But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless 
and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of 
all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many pains. 

 

MESSAGE Turning Peaches into a Journey with Jesus Paul 
 

DEDICATING OUR PLEDGES AND SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
 

I’m gonna live so You can use me anytime, Lord, and anywhere. 
. . . work . . . give . . . pray . . . sing . . . love. . . 

 

PRAYER  Paul 
  

We bring our gifts of consecration today, celebrating that we are Yours, that all beings belong to 
You. All that we have to share comes from your bounty. 

We offer you our very selves.  
We accept and welcome the costs and joys of discipleship.  
With your grace, we will release our fears of not having enough. 
We trust Your promise that there is always enough … for everyone. 
We offer our energy, our hearts, our resources, to build Your world of justice, 
compassion, and peace.  Amen. 

 

 **HYMN NCH 28 For the Beauty of the Earth Michael and congregation 
 

For the beauty of the earth, for the splendor of the skies, 
For the love which from our birth over and around us lies, 
God of all, to you we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 

For the wonder of each hour of the day and of the night, 
Hill and vale, and tree and flower. Sun and moon, and stars of light, 
God of all, to you we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 



For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child, 
Friends on earth, and friends above, for all gentle thoughts and mild, 
God of all, to you we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 

For the good that love inspires, for a world where none exclude, 
For a faith that never tires, and for every heart renewed, 
God of all, to you we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 

 
** SPOKEN BENEDICTION  Paul 
 

** UNISON SUNG BENEDICTION  Michael and congregation 
     

 Lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth,  
From despair to hope, from fear to trust.  
Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace,  
Let peace fill our hearts, let peace fill our world,  
Let peace fill our universe!  
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 This Week at FCUCC 

 November 14 - 21, 2021 

 

Sunday 14 Pledge Consecration Sunday 
 9:00 Start Up Choir sanctuary 
 10:00 Worship sanctuary/YouTube 
 11:15 Worship & Celebration Meeting library 
    

Tuesday 16 5:30 Cantabile Ringers music room 
 

Wednesday 17 1:00 Fall Book Study chapel 
 2:15 Property & Finance library 
   

Friday 19 10:00 Coffee Hour zoom 
 

Sunday 21 9:00 Start Up Choir sanctuary 
 10:00 Worship sanctuary/YouTube 
 11:30 Council Meeting everywhere! 
  
 
“Corona Time” Church office hours:  Monday through Thursday,  9:00 to 3:00.  

 
 
 Announcements 

Contact: Beth Rakestraw, Office Administrator, office@uccgj.org 
 

Guest WiFi Access | The name of our guest WiFi is FCUCCguest; the password is “welcomeall.” 
 

Save the dates | November 25 | Thanksgiving Day Potluck | December 4 | Final Leaf Clean Up | 
December 12 | Annual Meeting 
 

FCC/UUCGV Traditional Thanksgiving Potluck | Our congregation's traditional Thanksgiving 
Potluck Dinner with congregants from GVUUC occurs on Thursday, November 25 at 2:00 pm. Sign 
up lists will be in The Gathering Space as well as Pilgrim Hall. It is very important that we know what 

people will bring so we have a varied menu. Bring family and friends —everyone is welcome.        
 

Messiah Sing-A-Long 2021 | November 28th, Sunday, 2:00 pm | Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
790 26 ½ Road (12th Street to H Road on the corner)-Please arrive by 1:45 p.m. to get seated.  Please 
bring your Messiah Music (we will have loaners and ones to purchase available).  No Rehearsals.  Just 
come and Sing! Contact Bernadette Christiansen, 970-434-9661, with any questions. 
 

Socksgiving | Mission and outreach is collecting new socks for adults and children through 
November 21st. Look for the brightly decorated boxes in the Gathering Space, or drop them on the 
shelves next to the main office during regular office hours. 

 



November Catholic Outreach Collection | They are asking for canned vegetables, canned fruit, 
and cream soups, if possible.  We will collect these through November 14, Stewardship Sunday, when 
we will bless them together, before they are delivered to the Outreach kitchen. 
 

Empty, Clean Gallon Jugs | Mission & Outreach is collecting clean, empty plastic gallon milk or 
water jugs for Solidarity, Not Charity. Please bring your thoroughly rinsed jugs and put them on the 
collection shelves near the office.  Every jug you bring in for SNC’s use saves them $1.  Thank you. 
 
 

                                                                  Pastoral Care 

To call Pastor Paul: 
➢ His new cell phone, 970-793-8638. [Paul prefers calls over texts] 
➢ His extension at church, 970-242-0298, x104. 
➢ Home landline, 970-200-2668. [Paul is always up until midnight, do not be shy about calling 

late when there is need.] 
To share a prayer request with the congregation, contact Beth Rakestraw, office@uccgj.org or 970-
242-0298 x 105. 
 

 As of this writing, Bob Peterson is recovering fabulously from eye surgery. 

 Pat Malone is expected to enter memory care this week or the next. Please pray for Pat and his 
wife Joann. 

 

 
Vision & Mission 

As a progressive Christian community of faith, we seek to walk with compassion, inclusion, 
acceptance, bravery and understanding as Jesus did. 
 
We STRIVE to:  

 be a welcoming congregation where you are safe to be who you are.  

 be life-long learners that question and challenge each other to grow in faith, thought and 
actions. 

 work for peace, equity and justice for all people 

 protect and restore the integrity of our earth and all of creation.  

 be change-makers. 
 

 


