
Welcome to First Congregational Church United Church of Christ 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

October 11, 2020 

* All invited to stand in body or spirit 
 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND GREETING       Rev. Dr. David Dethmers  
 

Whoever you are…and wherever you are on life’s journey…  
you are welcome here!  

  

PRELUDE The Ash Grove Martha Jones 
 Traditional Welsh melody arranged by Douglas E. Wagner © 2014 Lorenz Publishing Co, OneLicense A-709231 
   

*CALL TO WORSHIP  (Based on Psalm 146) Ken Puhler 
 

 Praise the LORD!  Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 

 Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
When their breath departs, they return to the earth; on that very day their plans perish. 

Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD their God, who 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in it; 

who keeps faith forever; who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the 
hungry. 

 The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous. 

The LORD watches over the strangers, upholds the orphan and the widow, but the way of the 
wicked will come to ruin. 

  The LORD will reign forever; your God, O Zion, for all generations.  
 So, let us praise the LORD! 
  Indeed, praise the Lord! 

 

HYMN Let Us with a Joyful Mind 
 Let us with a joyful mind praise our God forever kind, 
 Rich with mercies that endure, ever faithful, ever sure. 
 

 Creatures of the sea and land, all are fed by God’s own hand 
 Rich with mercies that endure, ever faithful, ever sure. 

 

Therefore with a joyful mind, praise our God forever kind 
Rich with mercies that endure, ever faithful, ever sure. 

Tune: Innocents. Text: John Milton, 1624. Adpt by Thomas Troeger © 1993 Oxford University Press. OneLicense A-709231 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON:  Esther 4 (Good News Translation) Ken 
 

 When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes in anguish. Then he dressed 
in sackcloth, covered his head with ashes, and walked through the city, wailing loudly and bitterly, 
until he came to the entrance of the palace. He did not go in because no one wearing sackcloth was 
allowed inside.  Throughout all the provinces, wherever the king's proclamation was made known, 
there was loud mourning among the Jews. They fasted, wept, wailed, and most of them put on 
sackcloth and lay in ashes. 
 When Esther's servant women and eunuchs told her what Mordecai was doing, she was deeply 
disturbed. She sent Mordecai some clothes to put on instead of the sackcloth, but he would not 
accept them.  Then she called Hathach, one of the palace eunuchs appointed as her servant by the 
king, and told him to go to Mordecai and find out what was happening and why.  Hathach went to 
Mordecai in the city square at the entrance of the palace.  Mordecai told him everything that had 
happened to him and just how much money Haman had promised to put into the royal treasury if all 



the Jews were killed.  He gave Hathach a copy of the proclamation that had been issued in Susa, 
ordering the destruction of the Jews. Mordecai asked him to take it to Esther, explain the situation to 
her, and have her go and plead with the king and beg him to have mercy on her people.  Hathach did 
this,  and Esther gave him this message to take back to Mordecai:  “If anyone, man or woman, goes 
to the inner courtyard and sees the king without being summoned, that person must die. That is the 
law; everyone, from the king's advisers to the people in the provinces, knows that. There is only one 
way to get around this law: if the king holds out his gold scepter to someone, then that person's life is 
spared. But it has been a month since the king sent for me.” 
 When Mordecai received Esther's message, he sent her this warning: “Don't imagine that you are 
safer than any other Jew just because you are in the royal palace.  If you keep quiet at a time like 
this, help will come from heaven to the Jews, and they will be saved, but you will die and your father's 
family will come to an end. Yet who knows—maybe it was for a time like this that you were made 
queen!” 
 Esther sent Mordecai this reply:  “Go and get all the Jews in Susa together; hold a fast and pray for 
me. Don't eat or drink anything for three days and nights. My servant women and I will be doing the 
same. After that, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. If I must die for doing it, I will 
die.” 
 Mordecai then left and did everything that Esther had told him to do. 
 

SOLO Queen Esther Saved Her People Mark Long 
Queen Esther saved her people; she helped them all survive; 
She risked her life to save them, to keep them all alive. 
When violent forces gathered, she heeded Wisdom’s voice, 
And stood up for her people to make the loving choice. 
Queen Esther moved with courage in that most urgent hour; 
For such a time she came to the seat of royal power. 
In spite of fear of danger, she spoke life-giving words, 
And joined with Holy Wisdom to make her message heard. 
 

Queen Esther met each challenge within her time and place; 
she faced oppression based on her gender and her race. 
For such a time shoe rose up and followed Wisdom’s ways, 
Resisting evil actions, creating better days. 
 

In such a time as this now we work for saving life; 
We speak against injustice and act to end the strife. 
With Esther we claim courage to rise up and resist; 
With her we find our power and patience to persist. 

 
Tune: Llangloffan, a Welsh hymn melody, 1865; Words Jann Aldredge-Clanton (2) 2017 by Jann Aldredge-Clanton. OneLicense A-709231. 

 

SERMON SERIES: GREAT WOMEN OF THE BIBLE 
TODAY’S MESSAGE: Esther 

 

HYMN  God of the Women 
God of the women who answered your call, 
Trusting your promises, giving their all, 
Women like Sarah and Hannah and Ruth — 
Give us their courage to live in your truth. 
 

God of the women who walked Jesus' Way, 
Giving their resources, learning to pray, 
Mary, Joanna, Susanna, and more — 
May we give freely as they did before. 
 



God of the women long put to the test, 
Left out of stories, forgotten, oppressed, 
Quietly asking: "Who smiled at my birth?" — 
In Jesus' dying you show us our worth. 
 

God of the women who ran from the tomb, 
Prayed with the others in that upper room, 
Then felt your Spirit on Pentecost Day — 
May we so gladly proclaim you today. 
 

O God of Phoebe and ministers all, 
May we be joyful in answering your call. 
Give us the strength of your Spirit so near 
That we may share in your ministry here. 

Tune: Slane, an Irish ballad. Text: Copyright © 1998 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, from her book Gifts of Love (Geneva Press, 2000). Reprinted with 
permission of author. 
 

STEWARDSHIP TESTIMONY INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Mark 
 

OFFERING AND OFFERTORY It is Well With My Soul Martha 
 Tune: Ville du Harve, Phillip P Bliss, 1876. Arranged by John Carter © 2010, Hope Publishing Co. OneLicense A-709231. 
 

* DOXOLOGY      
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
 Praise God all creatures high and low.  
 Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 Praise God for all that Love has done, 
 Creator, Christ and Spirit One. 
 Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
  tune: Lasst Uns Erfreuen, 1623 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)     
We bring these gifts, O God, as a symbol of our willingness to bring our whole lives as a 
living sacrifice. Empower us, we pray, to respond to your call. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

HYMN  When Peace Like A River 

When peace, like a river, upholds me each day, 
When sorrows like sea billows roll, 
Whatever my lot, you have taught me to say, 
“It is well, It is well with my soul.” 
It is well [it is well,] with my soul [with my soul,] 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

Tune: Ville du Harve, 1876, Philip P. Bliss. Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1873, alt. Public domain. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

BENEDICTION IN SONG  When We Are Living, vs 4  
Shalom to you, now. Shalom my friends. 
May God’s full mercies bless you, my friends. 
In all your living and through your loving, 
Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom. 

Words this stanza: Roberto Escamilla; Eng tr George Lockwood © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House; Music: Spanish melody arr Hal Hopson 
© 1998 Hope Publishing. OneLicense A709231 

 
 
 



 Today’s Worship Leaders 

preacher  Rev. David Dethmers 

liturgist Ken Puhler 

song leader Mark Long 

musician Martha Jones 

ministers of welcome greeters 
 
 

 This Week at FCUCC 

 October 4 - October 11, 2020 
 

Sunday 11 10:00 Worship sanctuary 
 11:30 Lord’s Prayer Discussion zoom 
   

Tuesday 13 3:00 Worship & Celebration zoom 
  
Wednesday 14 1:30 Knitting Ministry chapel 
 
Thursday 15 10:00 MWS Book Study with David chapel 
 6:00 MWS Book Study with Beth zoom 
  

Friday 16 10:00 Women’s Coffee zoom 
    

Sunday 18 10:00 Worship sanctuary 
 11:30 Lord’s Prayer Discussion zoom 
 12:30 Church Council Meeting zoom 
  
   

“Corona Time” Church office hours:  Monday through Thursday   9:00 to 3:00 
 
 

                                  FCUCC Staff 

intentional interim minister david@uccgj.org Rev. Dr. David Dethmers 

christian education  topcatkc@aol.com Karen Caton 

facility manager          rick@uccgj.org Rick Smith 

choir & bell director topcatkc@aol.com Karen Caton** 

organist/pianist  marthajjones7960@gmail.com  Martha Jones  

office administrator         office@uccgj.org             Beth Rakestraw 

volunteer treasurer/finance finance@uccgj.org Martha Jones 
 

** On leave of absence until choirs can gather in person again. 
 

           announcements 

Contact: Beth Rakestraw, Office Administrator, office@uccgj.org 
 

The Lord’s Prayer: Pious Platitudes or Radical Manifesto? Pastor David’s class continues 
today via Zoom at 11:30 am. 
 

Socksgiving!  As fall kicks off and the holiday season quickly approaches, we invite you to consider 
participating in The “Socksgiving” campaign.  Socks are the #1 clothing need of those experiencing 
homelessness.  Clean, dry socks are essential for the health and wellbeing of folks on the streets. 
Socksgiving offers the opportunity to donate new socks for men, women, children, and infants. These 
socks will be distributed to The House, Project 1.27, and Homeward Bound.  You can make a great 
social impact, one pair of socks at a time. This campaign will run from October 1- November 8th. 
 

mailto:office@uccgj.org


October Food Item:  Canned/Dried Beans! 
It's October, and almost Halloween-y, 

So we are going to do something kind of bean-y -- 
Let's bring 'em canned, let's bring 'em dry, 

At least 100 (or 200?), my oh my! 
Bring one, bring two, Bring three, or four, 

Our basket always has room for more! 
 

FOG:  Fellowship of the Grape.  Friday, October 16th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm.  Bring your own mask, 
drink, food and chair --share conversation only!  Meeting on the lawn between Pilgrim Hall and the 
CE building, weather pending. 
                                                                  Pastoral Care 

Pastor David is available to meet with anyone who would like to get together with him for any 
reason. Just call him at 970-242-0298, X104, and leave a message; he'll get back to you! For a 
pastoral care emergency after hours, please call Pastor David’s cell, 520-528-0855. To share a 
prayer request with the congregation, contact Beth Rakestraw, office@uccgj.org, 970-242-0298 
X105. 
 

Please remember in your prayers: 

 A prayer of joy:  One of our youth, Chance Clement, has been accepted to the Youth 
Entrepreneur Academy (YEA) sponsored by the Grand Junction Business Commerce at WCC.  
He is one of 10 youth selected from middle schools and high schools.  He and one other boy are 
the youngest.  Family [especially his aunt Marie Koontz] is so proud of him.   

 Dannie Bowman had hand reconstruction surgery this past week and is facing an 18 week 
recovery period. Please pray for Dannie and spouse Heidi Hess. 

 


