
Welcome to First Congregational Church United Church of Christ 

First Sunday in Advent 

November 29, 2020 

* All invited to stand in body or spirit 
 

THRESHOLD EXPERIENCE O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Max Reilly 
  Tune: Veni Emmanuel, a 13th century plainsong. 
  Arranged by Mark Hayes © 2010, The Lorenz Corp. OneLicense #A-5709231 

 
INVITATION TO WORSHIP        Rev. Dr. David Dethmers  

 

Whoever you are…and wherever you are on life’s journey…  
you are welcome here!  

  

CALL TO WORSHIP  Nancy Palubicki 
After such suffering, 
We go searching for a sign, any sign. 
The sun seems to dim, the moon fails, the stars fall. 
We need a sign, any sign. 

  Be aware, stay awake, change is coming. 
We hope that the Holy One is on the way, 
gathering the faithful from the four winds, 
into a place of peace – 
We need a sign, any sign. 
 Be aware, stay awake, change is coming. 
Nature once offered signs to depend on: 
The fig tree put out tender leaves, 
and we knew summer was near— 
But climate today 
is hurting, and unpredictable. 
We need a sign, any sign. 

Be aware, stay awake, change is coming. 
So together we search for a sign of the One who is coming— 
Clarity in confusion 
Green shoot in a barren landscape 
Song arising in a weary soul. 

Be aware, stay awake, change is coming. 
Come, let us worship! 

 
HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, vv. 1,6,7 
   

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Child of God appear. 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

O come, O Day-Spring, come and cheer our spirits by your advent here 
Love stir within the womb of night and death’s own shadows put to flight 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel, shall come to you, O Israel 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 
Make envy, strife and quarrels cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Tune: 15th century French melody, Veni Emmanuel, arranged by Thomas Helmore, 1854 
Text: based on ancient antiphons, translated by John Mason Neale, 1851, and Henry Sloane Coffin, 1916, alt. 



 
TIME WITH CHILDREN  Nancy Spangler 
 
SCRIPTURE:   Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (NRSV) Nancy 
  

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! You who are enthroned upon the 
cherubim, shine forth before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. Stir up your might, and come 
to save us! 
 

Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers? 
 
You have fed them with the bread of tears, and given them tears to drink in full measure. 
You make us the scorn of our neighbors; our enemies laugh among themselves. 
Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
 

But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one whom you made strong for yourself. 
Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on your name. 
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.  
 

SCRIPTURE:    Mark 13:24-37 (Contemporary English Version) David 
 

In those days, right after that time of suffering, 
 

“The sun will become dark, 
and the moon 
    will no longer shine. 
The stars will fall, 
and the powers in the sky[a] 
    will be shaken.” 

 

Then the Son of Man will be seen coming in the clouds with great power and glory. He will send his 
angels to gather his chosen ones from all over the earth. 
 

Learn a lesson from a fig tree. When its branches sprout and start putting out leaves, you know 
summer is near.  So when you see all these things happening, you will know that the time has 
almost come. You can be sure that some of the people of this generation will still be alive when all 
this happens.  The sky and the earth will not last forever, but my words will. 
 

No one knows the day or the time. The angels in heaven don’t know, and the Son himself doesn’t 
know. Only the Father knows.  So watch out and be ready!  You don’t know when the time will 
come. It is like what happens when a man goes away for a while and places his servants in charge 
of everything. He tells each of them what to do, and he orders the guard to keep alert.  So be alert!  
You don’t know when the master of the house will come back. It could be in the evening or at 
midnight or before dawn or in the morning.  But if he comes suddenly, don’t let him find you asleep.  
I tell everyone just what I have told you. Be alert!  

 

This is the Word of God, for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON  Where Are You, God?  
 

 
 
 



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  Bradley Family  
  

As we all know, this is not your “usual Advent.”  We are grieving many kinds of losses.  We are 
frightened.  We may feel despair.  We may be struggling financially.  All of that makes it hard to 
enter into the joy of the Advent season. 

 

Yet enter we must.  For it is in the coming again of Christ into our world that we find the spiritual 
resources – the hope, peace, joy, and love – that we most need in these troubled days. 

 

And so, this day we light one candle for hope. Because the world is broken and the wait is long, 
but hope just won’t let go. Hope holds space for all our longings, and lingers on the edge of harsh 
reality like the dawn gently awakening the sky. “Keep awake,” she whispers, “for the world is  
being made new.” So we light one candle, because it only takes one: Christ with us. 
 

You are invited to light your candle. If you wish, sit in silence for a few moments. Or think about 
some words or names that reflect those things you most hope for in this Advent season, and/or 
ways you may be able to offer hope to others. 
 

We light this candle for all God’s people, struggling to be bearers of hope in a troubled 
world.  God, as we wait for your promise, give light, give hope. 

  

  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER David 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING   
 

OFFERING AND OFFERTORY Lost in the Night Pam Gregory, Max Reilly 
 Finnish folk tune tr. Olav Lee, choral arrangement by Kyle S. Haugen © 1978, 2000. Augsburg Fortress, OneLicense #A-709231. 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (UNISON)  David 

O Faithful One, 
accept our gifts of our hearts and hands.  
May they be multiplied and magnified 
as the living presence of Christ in the world. Amen. 

 

HYMN  Come, O Long Expected Jesus 
Come, O long expected Jesus, born to set all people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; grant us your true liberty. 
 

Israel's strength and consolation, hope to all the earth impart; 
dear desire of every nation, enter every longing heart. 
 

Born all people to deliver, born a child, you came to reign. 
born to rule on earth forever, come be known to us again. 
 



By your own eternal spirit, come to claim us as your own; 
by your all sufficient merit, let us share your cross and crown. 

 
Tune: Stuttgart, attrib. to Christian F. Witt, 1660-1715. 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1744. Adaptations © 1981 by Ruth Duck. 

 
BENEDICTION   
 

POSTLUDE Improvisations on “Stuttgart” Max 
 

 Acknowledgements 
Call to Worship from Service Prayers for Advent 1 Year B 2020, written by the Rev. Susan A. Blain, Minister for 
Worship and Gospel Arts, Faith INFO Ministry Team, UCC. Copyright 2020 Local Church Ministries, Adapted with 
permission. All publishing rights reserved. 

 
 Today’s Worship Leaders 

preacher  Rev. Dr. David Dethmers 

liturgist Nancy Palubicki 

children’s time Nancy Spangler 

candle-lighting Ron, Ellen & Laura Bradley 

song leader Pam Gregory 

musician Max Reilly 

 

 
 This Week at FCUCC 

 November 29 – December 6, 2020  
 

Sunday 29 Pre-Recorded Worship Service available any time via YouTube.  
    

Tuesday 1 4:30 Mission & Outreach Meeting zoom 
 

Friday 4 10:00 Women’s Coffee zoom 
     

Sunday 6 Pre-Recorded First Sunday of Worship Service available any time via YouTube. 
 11:30 Forgiveness Discussion zoom  
   
 
“Corona Time” Church office hours:  Monday through Thursday   9:00 to 3:00 
 
 
 
 

                                  FCUCC Staff 

intentional interim minister david@uccgj.org Rev. Dr. David Dethmers 

christian education  topcatkc@aol.com Karen Caton 

facility manager          rick@uccgj.org Rick Smith 

choir & bell director topcatkc@aol.com Karen Caton** 

organist/pianist  marthajjones7960@gmail.com  Martha Jones  

office administrator         office@uccgj.org             Beth Rakestraw 

volunteer treasurer/finance finance@uccgj.org Martha Jones 
 

** On leave of absence until choirs can gather in person again. 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                  Pastoral Care 

The best way to contact Pastor David at any time is on his cell phone: 520-528-0855, with either a 
call or a text. Or you can leave a message at church: 970-242-0298, x104. To share a prayer request 
with the congregation, contact Beth Rakestraw, office@uccgj.org or 970-242-0298 x 105. 
 

 Marie Reed had another fall this past week, but no injuries. 

 Please pray for Creta Payne, who is one of the nine persons at Grand Villa who most recently 
tested positive for Covid-19.  As of this writing, she is not experiencing any symptoms. 

 
 

  

       announcements 

Contact: Beth Rakestraw, Office Administrator, office@uccgj.org 
 

The Forgiveness Project is a short film about the 1994 Rwandan genocide when nearly 1 million 
people were slaughtered in less than 100 days. Communities of the Hutus and Tutsis - families, 
friends and neighbors senselessly killed each other.  
 

During the Belgian rule of Rwanda in the 20th Century, the government began officially labeling 
Rwandans as Hutu, Tutsi and Twa – creating a social hierarchy that favored the Tutsi minority 
population. In 1961, Rwanda gained independence but now under the Hutu majority. Conflict 
between the Hutu and Tutsi steadily increased. When the President’s plane was shot down in 1994, 
the country erupted into violence. Today – 26 years later, nearly 32,000 genocide perpetrators 
remain incarcerated in Rwandan prisons. 
 

The Forgiveness Project film explores the lives of the perpetrators and survivors and the 
governments desire to restore unity among the communities, build understanding of the true 
meaning of repentance and begin the process of reconciliation. This film documents part of their 
journey. 
 

Join us for a viewing and discussion of this film on Sunday, December 6th at 11:30am via Zoom. 
The film is approximately 22 minutes long with discussion to follow. We are planning on about a 1-
hour Zoom call. Please contact Beth in the church office if you’d like to join us. We will send you the 
Zoom link as the date approaches.  We hope you’ll join us for this very powerful story ! 
 
Save the Date | Our congregation’s Annual Budget Meeting will take place on Sunday, 
December 13 at 11:30 pm via Zoom.  [A computer is not required to participate in a zoom meeting; 
you may use your phone instead.] Watch Church Chat and Tower Chimes for more details and 
information, including how to use zoom by phone or computer if you do not know how. 
 

Mission & Outreach News 
 

December Food Item 
 

Holiday Ballads of Soup and Salads (by SBP of course) 
 

Some people call it soup, 
And some people call it stew, 

But for most it’s an essential ingredient 
In making holiday foods come true. 

 

And then there’s salad dressing; 
There’s ranch and French and blue ... 

1,000 Island and Italian, 
Let’s see what we can do. 

 

mailto:office@uccgj.org


Catholic Outreach has requested donations of CREAMED soups and salad dressings (any kind except 
the make-it-yourself packets) for December.  After all, how on earth can anyone make green bean 
casserole without cream of mushroom soup?  Or creamed spinach without cream of chicken?  Or the 
family favorite layered salad with ranch (or whatever kind of dressing your family uses)? 
 
Right now, most of this stuff is on sale.  So, let’s put on our masks (and remember, you can just order 
on-line and go pick it up so you don’t even have to risk in-store Co-Vid germs) and see if we can 
collect at least 100 cans of soup and 50 bottles of dressing for our December food project.  We’ll be 
taking the food over to C.O.on Tuesday the 22nd, so let’s get cracking! 
 
Alternative Gift Campaign, November 22-December 6th | Are you tired of shopping for gifts 
for items that people don’t really want or need? Consider an alternative gift this Christmas season, 
donation to a good cause in their name. This year Mission and Outreach will be sponsoring our gift 
drive for the newly established, local social justice group RAW (Right and Wrong). RAW was 
established by Antonio Clark and Jay Freeman in the wake of the murder of George Floyd. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to help a newly established local group that is working hard on local justice 
issues.   
 

Project 1.27 Campaign, November 29 through December 30 | Project 1.27 is an organization 
that helps local families with fostering and adopting. They work to inspire, recruit and resource 
churches and families to foster and adopt children. As a sponsor for this group we will be collecting 
children’s diapers, under wear and pajamas. These are the items most requested when someone is 
taking in a foster child.   
 

 


