
LOVE ... 
 

1.  “I would love a big old bowl of ice cream about now.” 
 

2.  “Love is never having to say you’re sorry.” 
 

3.   “All you need is love, love, love, love…” 
 

4.  “Love is an irresistible desire to be irresistibly desired." 
 

5.  “We love because he first loved us.” 
 

6.  "You know you're in love when you can't fall asleep because reality is finally 

better than your dreams."  
 

7.   “I love being married. It's so great to find that one special person you want 

to annoy for the rest of your life. " 
 

8.   “Beloved, love one another, for love is from God.” 
 

9.   “Love is something sent from heaven to worry the hell out of you." 
 

10.   "Love is the condition in which the happiness of another person is essential 

to your own."  
 

11.  "There is no remedy for love, but to love more." 
 

12.   “And now abide faith, hope, and love. But the greatest of these is love.” 
 

 13.   “Ba da ba ba ba…I’m lovin’ it!” 
 

So, how many of these quotes about love can you identify?  (The sources of 

the quotes are revealed on page 11 of this Tower Chimes, across from the 

October calendar.) They’re all relatively famous. And you know what they 

have in common? Absolutely nothing! The word “love” has been highjacked in 

our culture and now is used to describe everything from the most innocuous 

and inane (“I love these potato chips!”) to the deepest and most profound 

(“God is Love”). 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 
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This fall our stewardship emphasis will focus around love: what it really means to 

love, how desperately needed it is in our world today, and how we can show 

genuine love in both the mundane and most consequential life events.  Hope you’ll 

join us on the journey! I’d love to have you come along!  ☺ 
 

With you on the journey, 

 

 

Pastor David    

On September 8th Mesa County was granted a new variance under the “Protect 

our Neighbors” mandate. As a part of that the county requires that masks be worn 

while going into and when leaving or moving around within a large group setting 

but allows the masks to be removed when individuals are seated.  
 

Please note that we as a church are not yet ready to “go there.” In an abundance 

of caution and given the at-risk status of many of our members and friends, we 

continue to require that masks be worn at all times when in the church buildings, 

including during Sunday morning worship. If and when the Strategic Opening Team 

is comfortable with loosening this restriction, we’ll certainly let you know. 

Together Colorado Election Activities 
 

Literature drops in support of the Paid Family Leave Initiative are planned for the 

weekends of October 3/4 and October 10/11. 
 

This activity will involve working in groups of two to hang educational materials on 

the doors of specified voters.  No face to face contact. 
 

Please let Mary Sealing (sealingm@gmail.com) know if you might be available to 

help for even an hour during one of these periods. 
  
We must work together to improve life for our families and communities in this  

crucial election! 
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World Communion Sunday 

Let’s celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion together for the first time in a 

very long time! Those who join us in person will receive a personal, sealed container 

that will hold both the wafer (bread) and the cup (grape juice), allowing us to  

celebrate the sacrament together without any danger of spreading the virus. Those 

of you who continue to worship online are encouraged to set up your own bread 

and cup at home in advance of the service, so that you’ll be able to join in with us. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer: Pious Platitudes or Radical Manifesto?  

We routinely repeat the Lord’s Prayer as a part of weekly worship but most of us give 

it little thought. It’s a religious ritual we engage in that is somehow comforting, but 

hardly challenging, compelling or transforming. This class is for those who would like 

to dig a little deeper.  
 

Using the biblical text itself, John Dominic Crossan’s The Greatest Prayer, and a  

variety of other resources, we’ll explore together the radical, counter-cultural  

journey Jesus sets out in this prayer for those who want to follow him.  
 

Join us for the four Sundays of October beginning on Sunday, October 4th at 11:30 

AM. We will meet by Zoom and gather for about 45 minutes each week. You will  

receive the Zoom link each week in the Saturday email, along with your link to  

Sunday’s worship experience for those who join us online.  
 

Don’t miss this opportunity to grow in your faith and in your relationships with others 

in our church family. And bring your ideas and your questions. Pastor David will lead 

the class.  
 

It’s the Feast Day of St. Francis ... 
 

Join together for a Blessing of the Animals Service at 1 PM. The service will take 

place on the church lawn, weather permitting. So bring your lawn chair and your 

pet(s) to join us in a celebration of one of God’s greatest gifts to us—the creatures 

of God’s creation. We encourage you to invite family and friends. The service will be 

about a half hour in length. We will social distance and wear masks throughout. 

Questions? Talk to Karen Caton, Beth Rakestraw, or Pastor David. 
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It's hard to believe the summer is over.  The last six months have been filled with so many 

emotions and changes in our lives but you, the cherished members and friends of First 

Congregational Church, have stayed committed and loyal through your presence in both 

the virtual and in-person worship and missions.  Included in that show of commitment has 

been your continued financial support which has allowed your church to continue its  

missions and care for your fellow church family.  I am very proud of all of you, the  

incredible work of the staff and of Pastor David in his leadership.  All have worked tirelessly 

to continue to bring the words of hope and love to all of us.   With help and guidance 

from Pastor David, Beth and all the teams, we have been blessed with meaningful  

messages, music, communications and congregational celebrations. Your continued  

support through your time, talents and treasures has made that all possible, proving once 

again that the church is not a building but exists only because of its dedicated people. 
 

It's hard to believe that the annual Stewardship campaign is upon us again in  

preparation for developing a budget for the coming year.  Before long, you will  

receive a letter asking you to renew your pledge or make a commitment to continuing 

the work of First Congregational Church.  I hope you will look into your hearts and feel the 

love for this church family that I carry and find so comforting and make a commitment to 

continue our vital work within the church family, the Grand Valley and the world. 
 

In the words of St. Patrick: 

May the Strength of GOD pilot us. May the Power of GOD preserve us. May the Wisdom of 

GOD instruct us. May the Way of GOD direct us. 
 

Blessings my brothers and sisters.  May the light of hope and love fill you today and every 

day and may this church bring you happiness, wisdom, love and challenges that make 

your life fuller and more meaningful. 
 

Mark 

We are pleased to announce that we will be resuming our Children’s Programming  

beginning Sunday, November 1st.  Angela Hill will be available to staff the Kids Corner and 

Sunday School classes will resume in Pilgrim Hall. As with the regular worship services, we 

will continue to practice social distancing, wearing face coverings and sanitizing the 

rooms and equipment with the protocols we have already established. 

 

We have been successfully holding worship without incident for the past 3-1/2 months, but 

please rest assured we will continue to closely monitor the Mesa County Health  

Department and CDC websites for COVID stats and information and will make  

adjustments when and if needed. 

 

Thanks and see you soon! 
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“How’s the money holding out during the pandemic?” 

 
    Jan – September 15 Actual  2020 Budget  

 

Operating Income  $160,938     $236,317 

Operating Expenses  $160,032     $236,317 

Net Operating Income $908       0 
 

As you can see, we are right on target for the budget this year. Many of you are up 

to date on your pledges and unpledged donations continue to be robust, helping 

to offset the loss of building use income. Additional expenses in some areas, such as 

increasing our technological capacity, are balanced by decreased expenses in 

other areas.  
 

At the end of September I will email statements for donations though the 3rd quarter 

of this year. For those of you without email, I will mail the statements. Please feel free 

to contact me if you have questions. And watch for information from Rev. Dethmers 

and the Council as we begin to plan for the financial health of this beloved church 

into next year. 
 

You continue to give generously to our special UCC mission offerings: One Great 

Hour of Sharing - $1,050; Strengthen the Church - $790. The promotion of the  

Neighbors in Need offering will begin this month. These special offerings are above 

and beyond our operating expenses. 
 

Detailed financial reports are shared quarterly with the Council and Finance &  

Property and are available upon request. 
 

Remember there are multiple ways you can send a contribution to the church: 
 

 Mail or set up payments through your bank. No fee to the church. Make it  

 repeating and you only have to think about it once a year! 

First Congregational Church 

1425 N 5th St 

Grand Junction, CO 81501 

 Online: www.uccgj.org/donate. If you are giving to a special fund, note that in 

the memo line. 

 Text “give” to (970) 822-0212. You will be prompted to enter payment information. 

 

Questions: 

Martha Jones, Treasurer 

finance@uccgj.org 
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October Food Item  
 

It's October, and almost Halloween-y, 

So we are going to do something kind of bean-y -- 

Let's bring 'em canned, let's bring 'em dry, 

At least 100 (or 200?), my oh my! 
 

Okay, it's not Maya Angelou or Walt Whitman ... 

but the Catholic Outreach Food Kitchen is still 

providing hot meals each day for homeless individ-

uals and families (which today, includes many  

children) in our community.  Beans are highly nutritious, and can be used to make 

soups, stews, casseroles, tacos, burritos, and more.  In the month of October, we'll 

be collecting beans -- canned, and/or packets of dried beans (think pinto, kidney, 

navy beans, black beans) -- to support this important mission to our community. 
 

Bring one, bring two, Bring three, or four, 

Our basket always has room for more! 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission  

offering of the United Church of Christ that  

supports ministries of justice and compassion 

throughout the United States. One-third of NIN 

funds support the Council for American Indian 

Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is used 

by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries 

(JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, 

advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through grants. Neighbors in Need 

grants are awarded to UCC churches and organizations doing justice work in their 

communities. These grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct service to 

community organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice. This year,  

special consideration will be given to projects focusing on serving our immigrant 

neighbors and communities.  
 

You can make an offering on Sunday, October 4, by mail, or on our website 

at www.uccgj.org/donate. Note in the memo line that this is a Neighbors in Need 

offering.  

___________________________________________________________ 

 

EMPTY Empty Bowls:  To Support the Soup Kitchen 

No bowls ... no soup ... no desserts ... no waiting in line ... but Catholic Outreach is 

still feeding people and still requires our help!  Tickets for “Empty” Empty Bowls are 

available for purchase for $25 in the church office through mid-October.  
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Fourth Quarter Projects 
 

Socksgiving!  As fall kicks off and the holiday 

season quickly approaches, we invite you to 

consider participating in The “Socksgiving” 

campaign.  Socks are the #1 clothing need 

of those experiencing homelessness. 
 

Clean, dry socks are essential for the health 

and wellbeing of folks on the streets. Socks-

giving offers the opportunity to donate new 

socks for men, women, children, and infants. 

These socks will be distributed to The House, 

Project 1.27, and Homeward Bound. 
 

You can make a great social impact, one pair of socks at a time. This campaign 

will run from October 1- November 8th 

 

The Alternative Gift Campaign will run from November 22 through December 6.  

Watch for more information in November Church Chats and Tower Chimes. 

 

The Project 1.27 Campaign will run from November 29 through December 30.  

Watch for more information in December Church Chats and Tower Chimes. 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Third Quarter Numbers 

 

Here is the data for our third quarter project of school supplies for Rocky Mountain 

Elementary 

 

181 dozen pencils 

27 bottles of glue 

342 glue sticks 

2 pkgs washable markers 

175 boxes of crayons 

12 pairs of kid scissors 

 

Food bank contribution (our first month collecting 

since mid March):  157 boxes of pasta + 5 miscella-

neous food items (food is ready for delivery)  
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If we are missing a 

birthday from our lists, 

or our list is incorrect, 

please call the 

church office at 970-

242-0298 or email  

office@uccgj.org. 

Thanks! 

 

10/13 Mary Wilkie  

10/15 Clee Sealing  

10/21 Marilyn Day  

10/22 Sophie Koontz  

10/28 Carolyn Holmgren  

Daylight Savings Time Ends November 1 

Pledge/Commitment Sunday November 8 

Alternative Gift Campaign   November 22 to December 6 

First Sunday of Advent 2020 November 29 

Annual Budget Meeting December 13 

Project 1.27 Campaign         November 29 to December 30 

Ash Wednesday [Lent begins] February 17, 2021 

Palm/Passion Sunday March 28, 2021 

Easter April 4, 2021 

Pentecost May 23, 2021 

1.   David Dethmers, every night about 9 PM 

2.   The movie, Love Story 

3.   Beatles song 

4.   Robert Frost 

5.   I John 4:19 

6.   Dr. Seuss  

7.   Rita Rudner 

8.   I John 4:7 

9.   Dolly Parton 

10.  Robert A. Heinlein 

11.  Henry David Thoreau 

12.  I Corinthians 13:8 

13.  Mc Donald’s commercial 



 9 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Sept 27 Sept 28 Sept 29 Sept 30 1 2 3 

10:00 Worship  
 

  5:00 Crossan 
Webinar, 
“Jesus:  
Ascension or 
Resurrection?” 

10:00 MWS 
Book Study, 
Chapel 
6:00 MWS 
Book Study, 
Zoom 

10:00 Women’s 
Coffee, Zoom 
 

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

10:00 Worship  w/ 
Communion 
11:30 Lord’s Prayer 
Study, Zoom 
1:00 Blessing of the 
Animals, Outisde 
 

 1:00 Property 
& Finance, 
Chapel 
4:30 Mission & 
Outreach, 
Zoom 
 

1:30 Congo 
Life, Chapel 

10:00 MWS 
Book Study, 
Chapel 
6:00 MWS 
Book Study, 
Zoom 

10:00 Women’s 
Coffee, Zoom 
 

 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

10:00 Worship  
11:30 Lord’s Prayer 
Study 

 3:00  Worship 
& Celebration, 
Zoom 

1:30 Knitting 
Ministry 

10:00 MWS 
Book Study, 
Chapel 
6:00 MWS 
Book Study, 
Zoom 

10:00 Women’s 
Coffee, Zoom 
 
 

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

10:00 Worship  
11:30 Lord’s Prayer 
Study 
12:30 Council 
Meeting by Zoom 

   10:00 MWS 
Book Study, 
Chapel 
6:00 MWS 
Book Study, 
Zoom 

10:00 Women’s 
Coffee , Zoom 
 

 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

10:00 Worship  
11:30 Lord’s Prayer 
Study 

  Tower Chimes 
Deadline 
 

10:00 MWS 
Book Study, 
Chapel 
 

10:00 Women’s 
Coffee, Zoom 
 

Time Change: 
Set Your 
Clocks Back 
One Hour 
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Go Green! Get your Tower 

Chimes via email!  

chimes 
Tower 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC 

1425 N. 5TH ST. 

GRAND JUNCTION, CO 81501 

October  2020  

Intentional Interim Pastor:  

Rev. Dr. David G. Dethmers 

david@uccgj.org  | ext. 104 

 

Office Administrator:  

Beth Rakestraw 

office@uccgj.org | ext. 105 
 

Volunteer Financial Clerk: 

Martha Jones 

finance@uccgj.org |ext. 103 
 

 

 Christian Education:  

Karen Caton 

topcatkc@aol.com 
 

Facilities Manager:  

Rick Smith 

rick@uccgj.org 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Office Hours  

During Corona Time: 

 

Monday through 

Thursday 9-3pm 

Reach us at :   

(970)-242-0298 

www.uccgj.org 

mailto:david@uccgj.org
mailto:office@uccgj.org
mailto:finance@uccgj.org
mailto:topcatkc@aol.com
mailto:rick@uccgj.org
http://www.uccgj.org

