
Welcome to First Congregational Church United Church of Christ 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

May 16, 2021 

**Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND GREETING Rev. Dr. David Dethmers 
 

Whoever you are…and wherever you are on life’s journey…  
you are welcome here!  

 

PRELUDE Prelude in Bb Major, WTC vol 1, JS Bach Max Reilly   

 
CALL TO WORSHIP - Sing a New Song! (Based on Psalm 96) Michael Petri 
 

 O sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
Sing to the LORD, bless God’s name; tell of God’s salvation from day to day. 

Declare God’s glory among the nations, God’s marvelous works among all the peoples. 
 For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, to be revered above all others. 
Honor and majesty surely surround God; strength and beauty fill God’s dwelling. 
 Ascribe to the LORD, all families of peoples, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory God deserves; bring an offering, and come in reverence. 

  Worship the LORD in holy splendor; kneel before God, all the earth! 
 

HYMN NCH #7 All People That on Earth Do Dwell Pam Gregory 
 

All people that on earth do dwell, sing out your faith with cheerful voice. 
Delight in God whose praise you tell, whose presence calls you to rejoice! 
 

Know that there is one God indeed; who fashions us without our aid. 
Who claims us, gives us all we need, whose tender care will never fade. 
 

Enter the sacred gates with praise, with joy approach the temple walls! 
Extol and bless our God always as people whom the Spirit calls! 
 

Proclaim again that God is good, whose mercy is forever sure, 
Whose truth at all times firmly stood, and shall from age to age endure. 

 

SCRIPTURE Luke 5:27-32 (NRSV)  Michael 
 

After this he went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax booth; and he said to 
him, “Follow me.” And he got up, left everything, and followed him. Then Levi gave a great banquet 
for him in his house; and there was a large crowd of tax collectors and others sitting at the table 
with them. The Pharisees and their scribes were complaining to his disciples, saying, “Why do you 
eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” Jesus answered, “Those who are well have no need 
of a physician, but those who are sick; I have come to call not the righteous but sinners to 
repentance.” 

 

**SUNG RESPONSE   Open Our Hearts 

Open our hearts, open our minds 
open our lives to you, O loving God. 

 

**SCRIPTURE:  Luke 5:33-39 (NRSV) David 
 

Then they said to him, “John’s disciples, like the disciples of the Pharisees, frequently fast and 
pray, but your disciples eat and drink. Jesus said to them, “You cannot make wedding guests fast 
while the bridegroom is with them, can you? The days will come when the bridegroom will be taken 



away from them, and then they will fast in those days.” He also told them a parable: “No one tears 
a piece from a new garment and sews it on an old garment; otherwise the new will be torn, and the 
piece from the new will not match the old. And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise 
the new wine will burst the skins and will be spilled, and the skins will be destroyed. But new wine 
must be put into fresh wineskins. And no one after drinking old wine desires new wine, but says, 
‘The old is good.’” 

 

SERMON SERIES: The Once and Future Church 
Today’s Message: New Wineskins or Busted Bags? 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING   
 

OFFERTORY Send Down the Fire Pam 
 

Refrain 
Send down the fire of your justice, send down the rains of your love. 
Come send down the Spirit, breathe life in your people and we shall be people of God. 
 

Call us to be your compassion, teach us the song of your love; 
Give us hearts that sing, give us deeds that ring, make us ring with the song of your love. refrain 
 

Call us to learn of your mercy, teach us the way of your peace; 
Give us hearts that feel, give us hands that heal, make us walk in the way of your peace. Refrain 
 

Call us to answer oppression, teach us the fire of your truth; 
Give us righteous souls, ‘til your justice rolls, make us burn with the fire of your truth. 
 

Call us to witness your Kingdom, give us the presence of Christ; 
May your holy light keep us shining bright, ever shine with the presence of Christ. refrain 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION   
God, you have called us to a new way. Give us the courage, we pray, to invest our 
resources and ourselves in new beginnings. Give us the courage to be born anew. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER David 
 

HYMN Welcome New Wineskins Pam 
  Hymn Tune: Assurance 
 

Welcome new wineskins, filled with new wine; welcome new visions and stories divine. 
Old forms and symbols never will hold all of our gifts that daily unfold. 
 

Refrain 
Welcome new wineskins, filled with new wine, giving the world new visions divine. (repeat) 
 

Come and discover Wisdom ignored, treasures and talents too long unexplored. 
Come to a place where all can belong; join in a new community song. refrain 
 

Sisters and brothers equally share, working as partners to dream and to dare. 
For a new peace and freedom we pray, joining our hands to bring a new day. refrain 
 

**BENEDICTION  David 
 

POSTLUDE Fugue in Bb Major, WTC vol 1, JS Bach Max 
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 Today’s Worship Leaders 

preacher Rev. Dr. David Dethmers 

liturgist Michael Petri 

song leader Pam Gregory 

musician Max Reilly 
 

 This Week at FCUCC 

 May 16 –  23, 2021  
 

Sunday 16 10:00  Worship sanctuary 
 11:05 Sermon Discussion sanctuary 
 12:30 Council Meeting zoom 
 

Council Meetings are open to congregants to attend. If you would like to sit in on a council meeting, 
please notify Mark Long, Moderator, or Beth Rakestraw, Church Administrator, before Sunday to 
receive the zoom link information required. 
  

Friday 21 10:00 Coffee Hour chapel 
 

Sunday 23 10:00 Worship sanctuary 
 11:10 Annual Meeting sanctuary 
 

 
“Corona Time” Church office hours:  Monday through Thursday   9:00 to 3:00 
 
 
 
 
 FCUCC Staff 

intentional interim minister david@uccgj.org Rev. Dr. David Dethmers 

choir & bell director topcatkc@aol.com Karen Caton** 

organist/pianist  marthajjones7960@gmail.com  Martha Jones 

office administrator  office@uccgj.org  Beth Rakestraw 

volunteer treasurer/finance finance@uccgj.org Martha Jones 
 

** On leave of absence until choirs can gather in person again. 
 

 



 Announcements 

Contact: Beth Rakestraw, Office Administrator, office@uccgj.org 
 

Pastoral Search Committee Update | You may have noticed that none of the members of the 
Pastor Search Committee (PSC) were at the church service this past Sunday. That's because we had an 
in-person interview/visit with a candidate from Friday through Sunday, and we had an informal 
home worship service on Sunday (no Zoom!). Following the interviews, etc., the PSC unanimously 
agreed to offer the position of senior pastor (pending congregational approval, of course) to the 
candidate, and they immediately accepted.  We are all very excited!  We have scheduled a 
"candidating weekend" for June 5 and 6.  You'll have an opportunity to meet the candidate informally 
at some sort of reception on June 5 , depending on what the Strategic Reopening Team will allow us 
to do.  Then on Sunday, June 6, the candidate will lead the worship service and preach the "trial 
sermon".  Following worship, there will be a congregational meeting to act on the recommendation of 
the PSC to call the candidate as our new senior pastor. In order to protect the candidate and their 
current church, we will withhold the candidate's name and other information until shortly before the 
candidating weekend.  We ask you to be patient and honor this non-disclosure, which is standard 
procedure within both UCC and other denominations.  Assuming all goes well (and you, the 
congregation, approve the PSC's recommendation), we expect that the new pastor will start working 
with us sometime in September.  Thanks be to God! 
- Michael Petri - PSC chair 
 

2021 Combined Annual Report | An electronic copy of this report was emailed out to the 
congregation this past Wednesday.  A print version of the report is available upon request from the 
church office. 
 

2021 Annual Meeting | Sunday, May 23, after Sunday morning worship, 11:00 am.  The meeting 
will take place both in-person in the sanctuary and via Zoom. We will be voting for members of the 
2021-2022 council. 
 

UPDATED:  Second Quarter Mission & Outreach Project | Homeward Bound | OTC | The 
people who depend on Homeward Bound for food and shelter also struggle with basic over the 
counter medicine. This month we are collecting aspirin, Tylenol and cough drops to help with 
common headaches and colds. Please consider donating to this worthy cause this month. 

 

May Food Collection for Catholic Outreach | This month we are shooting for 100 cans of 
“cream of whatever” soup and 100 cans of canned fruits.  Goooooooo, church!!! 

 
                                                                   Pastoral Care 

The best way to contact Pastor David at any time is on his cell phone: 520-528-0855, with either a 
call or a text. Or you can leave a message at church: 970-242-0298, x104. To share a prayer request 
with the congregation, contact Beth Rakestraw, office@uccgj.org or 970-242-0298 x 105. 
 

 David Hoefer’s ongoing recovery from surgery 

 Praise God for a very successful recital performance by Max and a good showing of 

support for him among our congregants. 

 Prayers for the friends and family of James Byrom  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                  Vision & Mission 
 

As a progressive Christian community of faith, we seek to walk  
with compassion, inclusion, acceptance, bravery and understanding as Jesus did. 

 
We STRIVE to: 

 be a welcoming congregation where you are safe to be who you are. 

 Be life-long learners that question and challenge each other to grow in faith, thought and 
actions. 

 work for peace, equity and justice for all people. 

 protect and restore the integrity of our earth and all of creation.  

 be change-makers. 
 
 

 


