
Welcome to First Congregational Church United Church of Christ 

Second Sunday of Easter 

April 11, 2021 

**Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND GREETING     Karen Caton Beth Rakestraw 
 

Whoever you are…and wherever you are on life’s journey…  
you are welcome here!  

  

PRELUDE Now the Green Blade Rises, arr John Carter Martha Jones 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Karen  
 

 At the beginning of the day, at the beginning of the week, the faithful yet fearful people gathered 
together. It was then that the Spirit of God came among them and whispered: 

  Peace be with you. 
 Their hearts skipped a beat as they double checked that the lock on the front door was still 

latched. So the Presence of God spoke a little louder: 
  Peace be with you.  
 They looked around at each other, puzzled, amazed, befuddled, and bewildered. Some smiled. 

Some doubted. Some wondered if it were just too magical sounding or too good to be true. So the 
Christ showed them that his own scars were not the end of the story and that is when the words of 
God began to feel joyous: 

  Peace be with you.  
 From that day on, the people of God repeated the words to one another when they gathered. 

From one generation to the next, they exchanged the words as a greeting to one another to 
remember that Holy interruption to fear: 

  Peace be with you.  
 

GATHERING PRAYER  (Unison) 
 In the midst of the disciples’ doubts and worries, in the midst of their fear, the Spirit of God 

came among them and whispered, “Peace be with you.” Beloved People of God, hear the 
holy invitation of grace offered to every generation: Peace be with you. You are God’s 
beloveds not because of what you have done or not done. You are God’s beloveds 
because of who you are, and who you are is a people called and gifted to be a presence of 
peace and love in this world. Your shortcomings are forgiven. Grace abounds. God calls to 
you. Peace be with you. Amen 

 

HYMN NCH 433 In the Bulb There is a Flower Lexi Taddeo 
 

In the bulb there is a flower; the seed, an apple tree; 
In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 
In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be, 
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 

There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody; 
There’s a dawn for every darkness, bringing hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery, 
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 

In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity; 
In our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity. 
In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory, 
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 



 
MISSION MOMENT Sharefest Allan Weinand 
 

**GOSPEL John 20:19-31 Dan 
 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.” But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see 
the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I 
will not believe.” 
 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not 
doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 

TODAY’S MESSAGE  The Challenge of Peace Dan 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  Karen 
God invites us to bring the fullness of who we are into worship 
and to share the fullness of who we are with the world. 
So it is God’s holy invitation that asks us to pause 
and wonder what we want to offer of ourselves to the world. 
Time? Presence? Kindness? Financial support? Prayers? 
 

OFFERTORY We Know That Christ is Raised Lexi 
 

We know that Christ is raised and dies no more. 
Embraced by death, he broke its fearful hold, 
And our despair he turned to blazing joy, Alleluia! 
 

We share by water in his saving death. 
Reborn, we share with him an Easter life 
As living members of a living Christ. Alleluia! 
 

A new creation comes to life and grows 
As Christ’s new body takes on flesh and blood. 
The universe restored and whole will sing: Alleluia! 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  Karen 
Gracious and loving God, as we give these gifts to you, we ask that you use them and us for 
that they and we may be used to further your peace on Earth. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER Dan 
 
 



HYMN NCH 249 Peace I Leave with You, My Friends Lexi 
 

Refrain 
Peace I leave with you, my friends, shalom my peace in all you do. 
Peace I leave with you, my friends. I give to you so you can give to others, too. 

 

To share God’s love is why I came, to show God’s kindness without end. 
Go now, my friends, and do the same, until I come again. refrain 
 

With this love now all will know that loneliness is at an end. 
Rejoice, my friends, although I go, for I will come again. refrain 
  

BENEDICTION  Dan 
   

At the beginning of the day, at the beginning of the week, 
when the faithful yet fearful people gathered together, 
Jesus came among them and whispered an invitation, “Peace be with you.” 
But that was only the beginning. 
He showed them the scars and marks of his own humanity 
and soon he was pointing at theirs as well, telling them 
“Just as God once sent me, so I send you.” 
Beloved People of God, this hour is only the beginning. 
Do not be afraid. You have been called 
and you are being sent into this world 
to be a force of love, light, hope, and joy. 
Go forth into this day and into the world in the name of God, 
the one who creates you; 
go in the name of the Jesus who shows us the way; 
and go in the name of the Holy Spirit, 
who is with us now and always. 
Peace be with you! 

Peace be with you! 
 
POSTLUDE Voluntary on “Engelberg” arr. Douglas E. Wagner Martha 
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 Today’s Worship Leaders 

guest preacher  Chaplain Dan Wilkie 

liturgist Karen Caton 

song leader Lexi Taddeo 

musician Martha Jones 

 

 
 This Week at FCUCC 

 April 11 – April 18, 2021  
 

Pastor David is on vacation today.  He will return to the office Monday, April 12. 
 
Sunday 11 10:00  Worship sanctuary 
  

Tuesday 13 9:00 Worship & Celebration zoom 
 1:00 Property & Finance zoom 
 

Wednesday 14 4:30 Christ in Crisis Book Study zoom 
 

Friday 16 10:00 Women’s Coffee. zoom 
    

Sunday 18 10:00  Worship sanctuary 
 11:05 Sermon Discussion sanctuary 
 12:30 Council Meeting zoom 
 

Council Meetings are open to congregants to attend. If you would like to sit in on a council meeting,  
please notify Mark Long, Moderator, or Beth Rakestraw, Church Administrator, before Sunday to 
receive the zoom link information required. 
    
 
“Corona Time” Church office hours:  Monday through Thursday   9:00 to 3:00 
                                  FCUCC Staff 

intentional interim minister david@uccgj.org Rev. Dr. David Dethmers 

choir & bell director topcatkc@aol.com Karen Caton** 

organist/pianist  marthajjones7960@gmail.com  Martha Jones  

office administrator         office@uccgj.org             Beth Rakestraw 

volunteer treasurer/finance finance@uccgj.org Martha Jones 
 

** On leave of absence until choirs can gather in person again. 
 
 

                                                                   Pastoral Care 

In Pastor David’s absence, you can leave a message at church: 970-242-0298, x110. To share a 
prayer request with the congregation, contact Beth Rakestraw, office@uccgj.org or 970-242-0298  
x 105. 
 

 Michael Petri asks for prayer for his Sister-in-Law Nancy, who is in the hospital for a 
pernicious lung infection and some other complications, all made worse by her MS. Please pray 
for Michael's brother, Mark, as well 

 Continue to pray for Rick Smith (former church custodian) and his family.  

 Continue to pray for David Hays (Sharyl & Bob Peterson's nephew) and his family as they 
respond to his health situation. 

 Continue to pray for Lillian Blackmon (Linda Randolph's sister) as she recovers from her first 
aneurysm surgery. 



 Announcements 

Contact: Beth Rakestraw, Office Administrator, office@uccgj.org 
 

The Office Lost and Found Collection is Growing | Have you lost … a red and blue turquoise 
beaded necklace … a black hydroflask water bottle … a pair of ICU [cute name, very stylish] reading 
glasses with magnification of +2.50? If so, you may reclaim them from the church office today or 
during regular office hours. 
 

April “Food” Item for Catholic Outreach | More Canned Goods! Church-folk, we wish every one 
of you could be with us (Petersons) when we deliver our First Congregational UCC monthly collection 
to Catholic Outreach.  They are astounded at our generosity, especially in a time when giving from 
some organizations (including churches) has decreased.  So, well done, everyone! Yes, we did collect 
canned fruits and veggies for Outreach a few months back — and guess what?  People have (joyfully 
and gratefully) eaten them!  So ... time to do it again.  Let’s open our hearts and hands ever wider, and 
help share the new life of Spring with our sisters and brothers, and their children, that they may share 
the joy of a healthy life, just as we are blessed to do. 
 

Second Quarter Mission & Outreach Project | Homeward Bound | Our second quarter 
project will be helping to support the work done by Homeward Bound. In April we will be 
collecting face masks (cloth or disposable) and earplugs. Please consider helping us with this 
worthwhile project. 
 

Adult Spiritual Formation Opportunity | Christianity after Religion:  The Once and 
Future Church | Sundays, April 18 through May 16 | Churches in the United States are closing 
at an alarming rate. With every passing generation, fewer look to the church as a place to nurture 
their spirituality or their faith. “Spiritual but not religious” has become the mantra of our culture.  So 
where is the church in our country headed? Does she have a future or is her demise inevitable? What 
will the church look like in a decade? Will it even exist when our grandchildren come of age? How 
does the church’s experience in America compare to that of other churches around the world? These 
are some of the questions that Pastor David will address in a five-week sermon series that will begin 
on Sunday, April 18th.  And each of those weeks he will lead a sermon feedback/dialogue session 
immediately following the service. Because of Covid-19, we will hold the conversations in the 
sanctuary.  After worship concludes, we will take a five-minute stretch break and allow folks who 
won’t be participating to leave. Then we’ll spend a half hour to forty-five minutes interacting around 
the theme of the day. 
 

Sharefest! 2021 | Saturday, April 24 | 9 am to 12 noon | For those who want to volunteer, 
there is a sign-up sheet near where you pick up your bulletin on Sunday morning. Please sign up 
there, letting us know that you’re available and what you’re able to do. Or call (520-528-0855) Pastor 
David and let him know you’re on board. If you would like to receive services from a team of Sharefest 
volunteers, enter your need request on the Sharefest website, www.gjsharefest.com. Please make sure 
an email address is included when submitting needs on the website as they do not accept needs that 
do not have an email address. 
 
 

 


