
Welcome to First Congregational Church United Church of Christ 

Thanksgiving Sunday 

November 22, 2020 

* All invited to stand in body or spirit 
 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND GREETING       Mark Long, Moderator  
 

Whoever you are…and wherever you are on life’s journey…  
you are welcome here!  

  

PRELUDE Nun danket alle Gott, arr Georg Friedrich Kaufmann Max Reilly 
   

CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 100)  Allan Weinand 

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. 
Worship our God with gladness; 
come before God with joyful songs. 

 Know that the LORD is God. 
It is God who made us, and we are God’s 
we are God’s people, the sheep of God’s pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; 
give thanks to him and praise his name. 

For the LORD is good, whose love endures forever; 
whose faithfulness continues through all generations. 

 
HYMN We Praise You, O God, vv. 1,2 

We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator; 
in grateful devotion our tribute we bring; 
we lay it before you; we kneel and adore you; 
we bless your holy name: glad praises we sing. 
 

We worship you, God of our fathers and mothers; 
through life's storm and tempest our guide you have been; 
when perils o'ertake us, you never forsake us, 
and with your help, O God, our battles we win. 

Hymn tune: Kremser, a 17th century secular Dutch tune. Text: Julia C. Cory, 1902, alt. Public domain. 

 
SCRIPTURE:   Exodus 16:13-22, The Message (MSG) Allan  
  

That evening quail flew in and covered the camp and in the morning there was a layer of dew all 
over the camp. When the layer of dew had lifted, there on the wilderness ground was a fine flaky 
something, fine as frost on the ground. The Israelites took one look and said to one another, man-
hu (What is it?). They had no idea what it was. 
 

So Moses told them, “It’s the bread God has given you to eat. And these are God’s instructions: 
‘Gather enough for each person, about two quarts per person; gather enough for everyone in your 
tent.’” 
 

The People of Israel went to work and started gathering, some more, some less, but when they 
measured out what they had gathered, those who gathered more had no extra and those who 
gathered less weren’t short—each person had gathered as much as was needed. 
Moses said to them, “Don’t leave any of it until morning.” 
 

But they didn’t listen to Moses. A few of the men kept back some of it until morning. It got wormy 
and smelled bad. And Moses lost his temper with them. 
 



They gathered it every morning, each person according to need. Then the sun heated up and it 
melted. On the sixth day they gathered twice as much bread, about four quarts per person. 
 

SCRIPTURE:    Mark 6:37-44, The Message (MSG) Mark 
 

Jesus said, “You do it. Fix supper for them.” They replied, “Are you serious? You want us to go 
spend a fortune on food for their supper?”  But he was quite serious. “How many loaves of bread 
do you have? Take an inventory.” That didn’t take long. “Five,” they said, “plus two fish.” Jesus got 
them all to sit down in groups of fifty or a hundred—they looked like a patchwork quilt of wildflowers 
spread out on the green grass! He took the five loaves and two fish, lifted his face to heaven in 
prayer, blessed, broke, and gave the bread to the disciples, and the disciples in turn gave it to the 
people. He did the same with the fish. They all ate their fill. The disciples gathered twelve baskets 
of leftovers. More than five thousand were at the supper. 

 

SERMON  Abundance from Scarcity Mark 
 

HYMN   Great is Your Faithfulness, vv. 1,3 
Great is your faithfulness, O God, Creator; 
With you no shadow of turning we see; 
You do not change, your compassions, they fail not; 
All of your goodness forever will be. 
 

Great is your faithfulness! 
Great is your faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed your hand has provided. 
Great is your faithfulness, God, unto me! 

 

Pardon for sin and a peace so enduring, 
Your own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow– 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  
 

Tune: Faithfulness, William M. Runyan, 1923. Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1923, alt. 
© 1923, renewal 1951 by Hope Publishing Co. OneLicense #709231. 

 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  Mark 
 

OFFERING AND OFFERTORY Prelude no. 1, op. 28, Frédéric Chopin Max 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (UNISON) 
O God of steadfast love we entered this space today to worship you in gladness. 
We come into your presence singing your praises. You are our creator; we are your people. 
Be with us, O God, as we celebrate all of creation: We give thanks for the sun, water, air and 
winds that nourish your earth which provides the bounty we enjoy. Bless us as we bless 
your name.  

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

HYMN  For the Fruit of All Creation, vv. 1,3 
For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 
For God’s gifts to ev'ry nation, thanks be to God. 
For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping, 
future needs in earth's safe keeping, thanks be to God. 
 



For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God. 
For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God. 
For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us, 
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God! 

Tune: Ar hyd y nos, a traditional Welsh melody harmonized by L.E. Emerson, 1906. 
Text: Fred Pratt Green © 1970 by Hope Publishing Co. OneLicense #709231 

 
BENEDICTION  Mark 
 

POSTLUDE Improvisations on Nun Danket Max 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 Today’s Worship Leaders 

preacher  Mark Long, Moderator 

liturgists Allan Weinand 

song leader Beth Rakestraw 

musician Max Reilly 

 

 
 This Week at FCUCC 

 November 22 - 29, 2020  
 

Sunday 22 Pre-Recorded Worship Service available any time via YouTube.  
    

Tuesday 24 10:00 Property & Finance Meeting zoom 
 

Thursday 26 Happy Thanksgiving!  Church office closed for the holiday. 
 

Friday 27 10:00 Women’s Coffee, Thanksgiving Edition zoom 
 Church Office continues to be closed for the Thanksgiving holiday. 
    

Sunday 29 Pre-Recorded First Sunday of Worship Service available any time via YouTube.  
   
 
“Corona Time” Church office hours:  Monday through Thursday   9:00 to 3:00 
 
 
 
 

                                  FCUCC Staff 

intentional interim minister david@uccgj.org Rev. Dr. David Dethmers 

christian education  topcatkc@aol.com Karen Caton 

facility manager          rick@uccgj.org Rick Smith 

choir & bell director topcatkc@aol.com Karen Caton** 

organist/pianist  marthajjones7960@gmail.com  Martha Jones  

office administrator         office@uccgj.org             Beth Rakestraw 

volunteer treasurer/finance finance@uccgj.org Martha Jones 
 

** On leave of absence until choirs can gather in person again. 
 
 
 



                                                                  Pastoral Care 

The best way to contact Pastor David at any time is on his cell phone: 520-528-0855, with either a 
call or a text. Or you can leave a message at church: 970-242-0298, x104. To share a prayer request 
with the congregation, contact Beth Rakestraw, office@uccgj.org or 970-242-0298 x 105. 
 

 Marie Reed had a fall this past week, but thankfully no broken bones, only bruises and some 
stitches. 

 
 

  

       announcements 

Contact: Beth Rakestraw, Office Administrator, office@uccgj.org 
 

Calling all Office Angels | Four to six Office Angels are needed this Monday November 23 [and 
possibly Tuesday November 24] for a special Advent project:  assembling candles and booklets to 
be distributed to congregants who want them.  We will begin at 10 am and work in Pilgrim Hall so 
that we can be extra-physically-distanced.  Masks and frequent use of hand sanitizer will be 
required.  If you can help, please contact Beth via email, office@uccgj.org.  Thank you! 
 

Save the Date | Our congregation’s Annual Budget Meeting will take place on Sunday, 
December 13 at 11:30 pm via Zoom.  [A computer is not required to participate in a zoom meeting; 
you may use your phone instead.] Watch Church Chat and Tower Chimes for more details and 
information, including how to use zoom by phone or computer if you do not know how. 
 

Mission & Outreach News 
 

November Food Item | The C.O. Kitchen has requested CANS (no fresh, please, they don’t have the 
storage) of green beans, potatoes, corn, other veggies, and if you like, cranberry sauce.  We’ve been 
knocking it out of the park with our generous giving the last few months — shall we aim for 250 cans 
of food?  Monday, November 23, is the last day for collecting this food item. 
 

Alternative Gift Campaign, November 22-December 6th | Are you tired of shopping for gifts 
for items that people don’t really want or need? Consider an alternative gift this Christmas season, 
donation to a good cause in their name. This year Mission and Outreach will be sponsoring our gift 
drive for the newly established, local social justice group RAW (Right and Wrong). RAW was 
established by Antonio Clark and Jay Freeman in the wake of the murder of George Floyd. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to help a newly established local group that is working hard on local justice 
issues.   
 

Project 1.27 Campaign, November 29 through December 30 | Project 1.27 is an organization 
that helps local families with fostering and adopting. They work to inspire, recruit and resource 
churches and families to foster and adopt children. As a sponsor for this group we will be collecting 
children’s diapers, under wear and pajamas. These are the items most requested when someone is 
taking in a foster child.   
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