
Welcome to First Congregational Church United Church of Christ 

Thanksgiving Sunday 

November 21, 2021 

**Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 

GATHERING BELL 
At the sound of the bell, please silence yourselves and prepare for worship. 
 

PRELUDE Raise the Song of Harvest Home, arr Mary McDonald Ellen Bradley and Martha Jones 

The prelude will lead into the opening hymn. The song leader will signal the congregation to stand and sing. 
  

** HYMN 422 Come, O Thankful People Come Pam Gregory with congregation 
Come, O thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home; 
all is safely gathered in as the winter storms begin; 
God our Maker does provide for our wants to be supplied; 
come to God’s own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home. 
 

All the blessings of the field, all the stores the gardens yield, 
all the fruits in full supply, ripened ‘neath the summer sky, 
All that spring with bounteous hand scatters o’er the smiling land, 
all that liberal autumn pours from its rich o’er flowing stores. 
 

These to you, our God, we owe, source from whom all blessings flow, 
and for these our songs we raise, grateful vows and solemn praise. 
Come, then, thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home; 
come to God’s own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVITATION TO WORSHIP Rev. Paul Ashby 
 

Whoever you are…and wherever you are on life’s journey… 
you are welcome here! 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Ellen Bradley 
 

When you awaken each day consider what a gift it is to be alive – to breathe, to think, to taste, to 
see to enjoy, to love, to laugh. 

We lift our hearts with gratitude.  
In spite of great suffering, the Pilgrims on that first Thanksgiving found time to gather and give 
thanks. 

They also invited their Native American neighbors to share in the blessing of a 
successful harvest. 

The wisdom of Native Americans taught them how to grow food and survive.  Without their help 
and assistance no Pilgrim would have survived.  

Open our hearts to be grateful for the many people of all racial, religious, and national 
backgrounds who plant, harvest, ship, and supply the food we eat day after day. 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING  Ellen 
 

OFFERTORY  Great is Thy Faithfulness, Runyan/Raney Martha 
 

**DOXOLOGY (tune: Nun Danket, NCH 419, vs. 3) 
 

All praise and thanks to God our Maker now be given, 
To Christ, and Spirit, too, our help in highest heaven, 
The one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore, 
For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 



 

**PRAYER OF DEDICATION  Ellen 
 

Holy One, Source of All life, guide us to a place of inner gratitude in spite of outward 
challenges.  In this time of COVID we express our awareness that life itself is a gift not to be 
taken for granted.  Inspire us to work for a world where all have shelter, food and medical 
care.   Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Paul 

Respond to each shared prayer request with “Peace, Shalom, Salaam.” 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  
 

**HYMN 421 We Gather Together Pam and congregation 
We gather together to ask for God’s blessing, 
to live in community, seeking God’s will. 
We come now, as sisters and brothers, confessing 
the sins that divide and the wrong in us still. 
 

Beside us, forgiving, enabling, sustaining, 
you call us, O Savior, to life that is new. 
You draw us away from self-centered complaining. 
You lead us and guide us in ways that are true. 
 

All praise to the Spirit, provider, defender. 
You offer us freedom, to follow or stray, 
Empowering all by the hope you engender. 
Grant wisdom and courage to follow your way. 

 

SCRIPTURE  Colossians 3:15-17, NSRV Ellen 
 

And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. 
And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all 
wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And 
whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him. 

 

MESSAGE The Pilgrims’ Secret Paul 
 

**HYMN 419 (vs 1,2) Now Thank We All Our God Pam and congregation 
Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices, 
Who, from our parents’ arms, has blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 
 

O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us, 
And keep us still in grace, and guide us when perplexed, 
And free us from all ills in this world and the next. 

 

** BLESSING THE GIFTS  Rev. Sharyl Peterson 
 

Holy and loving God, for all the gifts you’ve given us, 
We give you thanks! 

Lord, for the gifts that we bring to support and nurture this family of faith, 
We give you thanks! 



For the special gifts we bring this month, to share with our sisters and brothers in this community, 
We give you thanks! 

For gathering us in this place as a family of faith, as learners from, and followers of our Christ, 
We give you thanks! 

For teaching us that “our family” includes everyone, 
We give you thanks! 

For reminding us that when we feed others, it is as if we are also feeding our Lord, Jesus, 
We give you thanks! 

For surrounding us with your great love, and for encouraging and empowering us to share your 
love with others, 

We give you thanks! 
We are grateful, God, and we are humbled, by the opportunity to share with others some 
part of what you have given us.  We pray that You continue to enlarge our hearts and 
our spirits until, like Yours, they embrace the whole world.  We pray in Jesus’ name.  
Amen. 

 

CARRYING OUR GIFTS INTO THE WORLD AND UNISON SUNG BENEDICTION 
     

 Lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth,  
From despair to hope, from fear to trust.  
Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace,  
Let peace fill our hearts, let peace fill our world,  
Let peace fill our universe!  
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 This Week at FCUCC 

 November 14 - 21, 2021 

 

Sunday 21 9:00 Start Up Choir sanctuary 
 10:00 Worship sanctuary/YouTube 
 11:00 Happy Hour pilgrim 
 11:30 Council Meeting chapel 
   Council Meetings are open to congregants to attend. 
    

Tuesday 23 5:30 Cantabile Ringers music room 
 

Thursday 25 Church Office Closed chapel 
 2:00 Thanksgiving Potluck pilgrim 
   

Friday 26 Church Office Closed 
 10:00 Coffee Hour zoom 
 

Sunday 28 First Sunday of Advent 
 9:00 Start Up Choir sanctuary 
 10:00 Worship sanctuary/YouTube 
 11:00 Happy Hour pilgrim 
 11:00 Bringing Down Christmas Decor  
 
“Corona Time” Church office hours:  Monday through Thursday,  9:00 to 3:00.  
 
 Announcements 

Contact: Beth Rakestraw, Office Administrator, office@uccgj.org 
 

Guest WiFi Access | The name of our guest WiFi is FCUCCguest; the password is “welcomeall.” 
 

Save the dates | November 25 | Thanksgiving Day Potluck | November 28 | First Sunday of Advent| 
December 4 | Final Leaf Clean Up | December 4 | Hanging the Greens/Decorating the Sanctuary | 
December 5 | Budget Q&A | December 6 | Make Monday Nights Fun Again | December 12 | Annual 
Meeting | December 22 | Longest Night/Blue Christmas Service 
 

UPDATE:  FCC/UUCGV Traditional Thanksgiving Potluck | Our congregation's traditional 
Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner with congregants from GVUUC occurs on Thursday, November 25 at 
2:00 pm. Sign up lists will be in The Gathering Space as well as Pilgrim Hall. It is very important that 
we know what people will bring so we have a varied menu. Also, due to the severity of Mesa 
County Covid numbers and our concern that attendees remain as safe as possible, we 

are asking that only persons who have been vaccinated attend this event.        
 

Messiah Sing-A-Long 2021 | November 28th, Sunday, 2:00 pm | Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
790 26 ½ Road (12th Street to H Road on the corner)-Please arrive by 1:45 p.m. to get seated.  Please 
bring your Messiah Music (we will have loaners and ones to purchase available).  No Rehearsals.  Just 
come and Sing! Contact Bernadette Christiansen, 970-434-9661, with any questions. 



Mission & Outreach Update | Board Games and Bell Ringers for Salvation Army | We 
continue to support the Salvation Army in this holiday season by sharing board games that can be put 
in the Salvation Army Christmas boxes. Also, Captain Joe and Captain Amber at the Salvation Army 
need people who would be willing to be Red Kettle bell ringers this year.  Volunteering for just one 
day, one time slot, one location would be very helpful, since getting volunteers right now is 
challenging.  If you are available, go to grandjunction.salvationarmy.org and sign up. 
 
 

                                                                  Pastoral Care 

To call Pastor Paul: 
➢ His new cell phone, 970-793-8638. [Paul prefers calls over texts] 
➢ His extension at church, 970-242-0298, x104. 
➢ Home landline, 970-200-2668. [Paul is always up until midnight, do not be shy about calling 

late when there is need.] 
To share a prayer request with the congregation, contact Beth Rakestraw, office@uccgj.org or 970-
242-0298 x 105. 
 

 
Vision & Mission 

As a progressive Christian community of faith, we seek to walk with compassion, inclusion, 
acceptance, bravery and understanding as Jesus did. 
 
We STRIVE to:  

 be a welcoming congregation where you are safe to be who you are.  

 be life-long learners that question and challenge each other to grow in faith, thought and 
actions. 

 work for peace, equity and justice for all people 

 protect and restore the integrity of our earth and all of creation.  

 be change-makers. 
 

 


