
Welcome to First Congregational Church United Church of Christ 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

November 15, 2020 

* All invited to stand in body or spirit 
 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND GREETING       Rev. Beth Rakestraw  
 

Whoever you are…and wherever you are on life’s journey…  
you are welcome here!  

  

PRELUDE Nettleton Martha Jones 
Tune from John Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, 1813.  

Arranged by John Carter © 2003, Hope Publishing Company OneLicense #A-709231. 
   

CALL TO WORSHIP  Beverly Fernsemer 

There is a richness here – 
richness that greets and grows and holds and challenges and keeps.  

There is a richness here – 
a richness that surrounds and brings and delivers and gives. 

The richness holds us in our weakness, 
fills us in our hunger, 

So here, richly blessed, we have come, and we have been found.  
Let this time together inspire us in richness and grace. 

 
HYMN Sing a New Church, vv. 1,3 

Summoned by the God who made us rich in our diversity, 
Gathered in the name of Jesus richer still in unity: 
Let us bring the gifts that differ and in splendid, varied ways, 
Sing a new church into being, One in faith and love and praise. 
 

Trust the goodness of creation; trust the Spirit strong within. 
Dare to dream the vision promised, sprung from seed of what has been. 
Let us bring the gifts that differ and in splendid, varied ways, 
Sing a new church into being, One in faith and love and praise. 

 
Tune: Nettleton from John Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, 1813. 

 Text: Delores Dufner, OSB © 1991, The Sisters of St. Benedict, St. Joseph, MN. Published by OCP Publications. OneLicense #A-709231.  

 
SCRIPTURE:   Matthew 5:13-16(NRSV) Beverly 

“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no 
longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. “You are the light of the world. 
A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but 
on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” 

 

MISSION MOMENT: PROJECT 1.27  Lisa McGinnett 
 
SCRIPTURE:   Matthew 25:14-30 (NRSV) Beverly 
 

“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 
to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he 
went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and 
made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 
But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his 
master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with  



 
them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, 
saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His 
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with 
the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have 
made two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 
been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 
master.’ Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew 
that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not 
scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is 
yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I 
did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with 
the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the 
talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be 
given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have 
will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

 

SERMON  “Extravagant Opportunity” Beth 
 

RESPONSIVE LITANY  Beth and Martha  
There is a richness here – a gorgeous, flowing richness of unending abundance.  
 But that doesn’t mean that it guides us.  
Our ways – within and beyond our control –speak of something different: 

of lack, of fear, of something other than an acknowledgement of God’s endless and 
beautiful river of grace. 

But how do we step into that river?  
 Do we step into it with trust? Do we trust the current of God’s generous gifts?  
Or do we run from the river?  

For when we run, when we turn away from God’s gifts in distrust, we lose the 
refreshment and joy of that richness… 

And something else reigns. Then, what’s left?  Now is the time – now is the time to consider just 
how we distrust God’s abundance.  

Now is the time – now is the time to begin something new. Now is the time – now is the 
time to trust differently. 

We haven’t always trusted, God. But now we do. We acknowledge the richness of your blessings 
 We see your flowing river of love and we wade into your grace.  
There is a richness – a richness that says “yes” – eternally –even in the face of our behavioral 
“no”s.  
 There is a richness that penetrates distrust and offers so much more.  
This richness forgives and gives even more.  

We know this forgiveness. And we thank you, God. 
 
HYMN   Sing a New Church, vv. 4,5 

Bring the hopes of every nation, bring the art of every race. 
Weave a song of peace and justice; let it sound through time and space. 
Let us bring the gifts that differ and in splendid, varied ways, 
Sing a new church into being, One in faith and love and praise. 
 

Draw together at one table all the human family;  
Shape a circle ever wider and a people ever free. 
 



Let us bring the gifts that differ and in splendid, varied ways, 
Sing a new church into being, One in faith and love and praise. 
 

(See copyright above) 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  Beth 
 

OFFERING AND OFFERTORY Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ Martha 
 Tune: Lindstead, based on a Jamaican Folk Tune, adapted by Doreen Potter. 

Setting by John Carter © 1975, 1998, Hope Publishing Company, OneLicense #A-709231 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (UNISON) 
O God, we have come before your table with gifts – 
gifts of ourselves, gifts of risk, gifts of newness, gifts of trust.  
We thank you for the chance to give, 
and pray that we and all whom our gifts bless will never be the same.  
Through our greatest gift, Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

HYMN  The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve, vs. 1-3 
The spirit sends us forth to serve; we go in Jesus' name 
 to bring glad tidings to the poor, God's favor to proclaim. 
 
We go to comfort those who mourn and set the burdened free: 
where hope is dim, to share a dream and help the blind to see. 
 
We go to be the hands of Christ, to scatter joy like seed  
and all our days, to cherish life, to do the loving deed. 

 
Tune: Azmon, Carl G. Glaser, 1828. Adapt. In L. Mason’s Modern Psalmody, 1839 

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB © 1993, The Sisters of St. Benedict, St. Joseph, MN. Published by OCP Publications. OneLicense #709231. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

SUNG BENEDICTION  The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve, v. 4 
Then let us go to serve in peace, the Gospel to proclaim.  
God's Spirit has empowered us; we go in Jesus' name. 
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 Today’s Worship Leaders 

preacher  Rev. Beth Rakestraw 

liturgists Beverly Fernsemer, Martha Jones 

song leader Lexi Taddeo 

musician Martha Jones 



 This Week at FCUCC 

 November 15 - 22, 2020  
 

TODAY 10:00 Worship sanctuary 
    

Tuesday 10 10:00 Worship & Celebration zoom 
 1:00 Property & Finance zoom 
 

Friday 13 10:00 Women’s Coffee zoom 
    

Sunday 15 10:00 Worship sanctuary 
 12:30 Church Council Meeting zoom
  
 
“Corona Time” Church office hours:  Monday through Thursday   9:00 to 3:00 
 
 

                                  FCUCC Staff 

intentional interim minister david@uccgj.org Rev. Dr. David Dethmers 

christian education  topcatkc@aol.com Karen Caton 

facility manager          rick@uccgj.org Rick Smith 

choir & bell director topcatkc@aol.com Karen Caton** 

organist/pianist  marthajjones7960@gmail.com  Martha Jones  

office administrator         office@uccgj.org             Beth Rakestraw 

volunteer treasurer/finance finance@uccgj.org Martha Jones 
 

** On leave of absence until choirs can gather in person again. 
 
 

                                                                  Pastoral Care 

The best way to contact Pastor David at any time is on his cell phone: 520-528-0855, with either a 
call or a text. Or you can leave a message at church: 970-242-0298, x104. To share a prayer request 
with the congregation, contact Beth Rakestraw, office@uccgj.org or 970-242-0298 x 105. 
 

 Michael Petri’s Dad passed away last week –please pray for Michael and his family. 

 Donna Hochmuth is experiencing cancer radiation therapy and solicits your prayers. 
 Continue to remember the Downing family, Mary Endres, Jan Scheevel and Brian Mahoney in 

your prayers.   
 
 

  

       announcements 

Contact: Beth Rakestraw, Office Administrator, office@uccgj.org 
 

Advent is coming … and Christmas is not far behind … 
and the Advent Worship Planning Team [AWPT]  

wants to hear from you! 
 

What are your two or three most favorite hymns/carols of the Advent/Christmas season?  Are you 
willing to share your selections with us? 
 

Something out of a hymnal, or you hear sung during worship, NOT, for instance, “I Want a 
Hippopotamus for Christmas,” or, as lovely as it is, “I’ll Be Home for Christmas.” 
 

My top three sacred Advent/Christmas hymns/carols are “All My Heart This Night Rejoices,” “The 
Wexford Carol,” and something called “The Christ Child Lullaby.”  

mailto:office@uccgj.org


 

The AWPT wants to be guided by your input results as they select music.  This doesn’t mean that 
everyone’s favorites will be selected, but if we get 28 requests for “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” that 
will probably show up in worship during Advent & Christmas. 
 
Email your responses to Beth at office@uccgj.org no later than November 23.  Looking forward to 
hearing from you! 
 
~Beth, on behalf of AWPT. 
 
 
Congregational Life News | Because of Covid-19 and out of an abundance of caution, there will be 
no Thanksgiving meal at church this year. 
 

Mission & Outreach News 
 

November Food Item | The C.O. Kitchen has requested CANS (no fresh, please, they don’t have the 
storage) of green beans, potatoes, corn, other veggies, and if you like, cranberry sauce.  We’ve been 
knocking it out of the park with our generous giving the last few months — shall we aim for 250 cans 
of food?  
 

Alternative Gift Campaign, November 22-December 6th | Are you tired of shopping for gifts 
for items that people don’t really want or need? Consider an alternative gift this Christmas season, 
donation to a good cause in their name. This year Mission and Outreach will be sponsoring our gift 
drive for the newly established, local social justice group RAW (Right and Wrong). RAW was 
established by Antonio Clark and Jay Freeman in the wake of the murder of George Floyd. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to help a newly established local group that is working hard on local justice 
issues.  RAW has asked that our Alternative Christmas gift to them be directed to helping the family of 
DeAndre Rogers with funeral costs. DeAndre was a young local black man who worked with RAW and 
tragically died a few weeks ago. We will provide a Christmas cards and a small note about the 
alternative gift with your donation. You can stop by during office hours to make a donation. There will 
also be someone available to help after worship services on Sundays: November 22-December 6. 
 

Project 1.27 Campaign, November 29 through December 30 | Project 1.27 is an organization 
that helps local families with fostering and adopting. They work to inspire, recruit and resource 
churches and families to foster and adopt children. As a sponsor for this group we will be collecting 
children’s diapers, underwear and pajamas. These are the items most requested when someone is 
taking in a foster child.  Lisa McGinnett, Western Slope Director for Project 1.27, will be sharing about 
this organization during the November 15 Worship Service. 
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