
Welcome to First Congregational Church United Church of Christ 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 04, 2021 

**Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND GREETING Rev. David Dethmers 
 

Whoever you are…and wherever you are on life’s journey…  
you are welcome here!  

 

PRELUDE Melita, arr. John Carter Martha Jones 

Note that this is an arrangement of the tune of our first hymn this morning. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP:  The Two Ways (Based on Psalm 1) Donna Hochmuth and congregation 
 

Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path that sinners tread, or sit 
in the seat of scoffers. 
But their delight is in the law of the Lord, and on that law they meditate day and night. 
They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season. 
Their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 
The wicked are not so but are like the chaff that the wind drives away. 
Therefore, the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the 
righteous. 
For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous,  
but the way of the wicked will come to nothing. 
 

** HYMN O God, We Thank You For This Land Mark 

 

 
God, we recall the strength and skill of those brought here against their will— 
and people who were forced to flee.  There's sadness in our history! 
The cries for freedom still ascend as all our different stories blend. 
 

We thank you, God, for people here who work to counter hate and fear; 
who work for justice for the poor; who seek to bring an end to war; 
who love the water, land and air and work for your creation's care. 
 

We thank you, too, for those who pause to see and challenge unjust laws; 
for those whose vision leads the way to bring a gentler, nobler day; 
for those who answer your great call to value, love and welcome all. 



 
As we give thanks for this our land, may we, with others, take a stand: 
May we a justice-vigil keep, and never let our conscience sleep; 
For silence is complicity, and all are bound till all are free. 

 

SCRIPTURE James 2:14-19 (NRSV)  Donna  
 

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith 
save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in 
peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good 
of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. But someone will say, “You have faith and I 
have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and I by my works will show you my faith. 
You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder. 

 

**SUNG RESPONSE  Open Our Hearts Mark 
Open our hearts, open our minds 

open our lives to you, O loving God. 
 

SCRIPTURE:  Matthew 21:28-32 (NRSV) David 
 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the 
vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went 
to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two 
did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to 
you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe 
him. 

 

SERMON SERIES: POWER PACKED PARABLES FROM JESUS 
TODAY: Two Sons:  Walking the Walk or Just Talking the Talk? 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING   
 

OFFERTORY NCH #537 Christian, Rise and Act Your Creed Mark 
 

Christian, rise and act your creed; let your prayer be in your deed; 
Seek the right, perform the true, raise your work and life anew. 
 

Hearts around you sink with care, you can help their load to bear; 
You can bring inspiring light, strengthen them to do the right. 
 

Offer others hope and joy, and God’s worship your employ; 
Giving thanks in humble zeal, learning all God’s will to feel. 
 

Come then, law divine, and reign: faith that doubt assails in vain, 
Perfect love bereft of fear, born in heaven and radiant here. 
 

**DOXOLOGY 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God for all that love has done. 
Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen. 

 

 
 



**PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
   

We bring these gifts to you, O God, to demonstrate our love for you and our commitment to 
your reign. Help us to do the same with time and talents as well, we pray. Amen. 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  David 
 

**HYMN NCH #591  This is My Song Mark 
 

This is my song, O God of all the nations, 
a song of peace for lands afar and mine; 
this is my home, the country where my heart is; 
here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine: 
but other hearts in other lands are beating 
with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine. 
 

My country’s skies are bluer than the ocean, 
and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine; 
but other lands have sunlight too, and clover, 
and skies are everywhere as blue as mine: 
O hear my song, O God of all the nations, 
a song of peace for their land and for mine. 
 

**BENEDICTION  David 
 

POSTLUDE Finlandia, Sibelius/Marohnic Martha 
 
 
 
 
 Acknowledgements 

Music  with (*) reprinted and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense $A-709231. All rights 
reserved. 

 Melita, a hymn tune by John B. Dykes, 1861, written for the hymn “Eternal Father, Strong to 

Save.” *This arrangement by John Carter © 2004, Hope Publishing Co, Inc. 
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Text: Francis Alert Rollo Russell, 1893, alt. Public domain. 

 This is My Song. NCH 591. Tune Finlandia, Jean Sibilius, 1899. *Words, Lloyd Stone, 1934, arr for 

The Hymnal, 1933. 
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 FCUCC Staff 
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choir & bell director topcatkc@aol.com Karen Caton** 
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** On leave of absence until choirs can gather in person again. 

 
 This Week at FCUCC 

 June 27 – July 4, 2021  
 

Sunday 4 10:00 Worship w/ Communion sanctuary and streamed online 
 

Tuesday 6 4:30 Mission & Outreach mayflower 
 

Wednesday 7 1:00 Congregational Life pilgrim 
   

Friday 9 10:00 Coffee Hour zoom 
   

Sunday 11 10:00 Worship sanctuary and streamed online 
 11:30 Council Meeting chapel 
          Council Meetings are open to congregants to attend.  
 
 

“Corona Time” Church office hours:  Monday through Thursday,  9:00 to 3:00.  
 
 Announcements 

Contact: Beth Rakestraw, Office Administrator, office@uccgj.org 
 

Save the dates | July 28 | Ice Cream Social at Graff Farms Dairy | August 27-29 | Church camping 
at Island Lake (on top of the Grand Mesa). Stay overnight or spend the day! 
 

July Catholic Outreach Needs | 🎵  Oh, we ain’t got a barrel of money, 
We won’t let that stop us, now, honey ... 
We’ll go to the store, looking for more 

sides and sides. 
 

🎵  Maybe it’s broccoli and rice, 
Canned veggies are very nice, 

We’ll gather a bunch ... for dinner or lunch, of 
sides and sides. 

 

Think about a delicious meal you’ve had lately. Didn’t those side dishes of vegetables and pasta salad 
just make the meal complete? Well, Catholic Outreach needs our help in supplying those side dishes. 
For the month of July we are collecting canned vegetables and pasta side dishes (prepackaged pasta 
pkgs). Let’s see if we can collect at least 100 of each so that many more people in the valley can have a 
delicious and complete meal. 
 

                  Third Quarter Mission & Outreach Focus:  The House.  For the month of July, we are 

collecting two all-important items for any household:  toilet paper and paper towels!                   
 

 



June Collections Numbers |  

 As of this writing, for Homeward Bound, we collected: 

o 62 Pillows 

o 40 pillowcases 

 For Catholic Outreach, we have collected: 

o 102 packages of spaghetti 

o 94 containers of sauce 

o 96 other 
 

Cooling Neck Wraps for the Homeless | Thanks everyone!  All of the packets have been given 
out and some are beginning to come back completed. 

 

  

                                                                  Pastoral Care 

The best way to contact Pastor David at any time is on his cell phone: 520-528-0855, with either a 
call or a text. Or you can leave a message at church: 970-242-0298, x104. To share a prayer request 
with the congregation, contact Beth Rakestraw, office@uccgj.org or 970-242-0298 x 105. 
 

 Pray for those on the west coast who are suffering the adverse effects of the terrible heatwave. 

 David Hoefer’s recovery from his surgery has taken a wonderfully positive uptick.  
 
 
 Vision & Mission 
 

As a progressive Christian community of faith, we seek to walk 
with compassion, inclusion, acceptance, bravery and understanding as Jesus did. 

 

We STRIVE to:  
 

 be a welcoming congregation where you are safe to be who you are.  

 be life-long learners that question and challenge each other to grow in faith, thought and 
actions. 

 work for peace, equity and justice for all people 

 protect and restore the integrity of our earth and all of creation.  

 be change-makers. 


