
Welcome to First Congregational Church United Church of Christ 

Sixth Sunday of Easter | HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY! 

May 9, 2021 

**Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND GREETING     Rev. Dr. David Dethmers  Beth Rakestraw 
 

Whoever you are…and wherever you are on life’s journey…  
you are welcome here!  

  

PRELUDE Salley Gardens, arr L. Shackley Martha Jones 
   

CALL TO WORSHIP - Follow Me (modified from a litany by Fran Pratt)  Ellen Bradley                                                                                      
 

 Jesus, you have called us. “Follow me,” you said. “Repent, for the reign of God is near,” you said. 
  Jesus, we want to follow you. 

Our culture is also calling us. The world wants its way with us, offering us success, power, comfort, 
and prestige, often at someone else’s expense. 

  We’ll leave it all behind, Lord, and fish for people instead. 
 For all the ways we are complicit in the world’s schemes, 
  Forgive us, Lord. 
 For all the ways we choose false peace, 
  Forgive us, Lord. 
 For all the ways we make ourselves blind, 
  Forgive us, Lord. 
 We want to follow you with everything we are, with everything we have: 
 Every footstep, 
  Every quiet breath, 
 Every act of peaceful resistance, 
  Every careful word, 
 Every healing touch, 
  Every helpful offering. 
 Strengthen us now, Lord Jesus, to do as you do: 
  To proclaim good news to the poor, 
 To heal every sickness and cure every disease, 
  To set the captives free. 
 Strengthen us, Lord,  
  that we may be your instruments, your hands and feet! 
 Amen! 
  And Amen! 
 

HYMN NCH #504 You Walk Along Our Shoreline Mark Long 
 

You walk along our shoreline where land meets unknown sea. 
We hear your voice of power, “Now come and follow me. 
And if you still will follow through storm and wave and shoal. 
Then I will make you fishers, but of the human soul.” 
 

You call us, Christ, to gather the people of the earth. 
We cannot fish for only those lives we think have worth. 
We spread your net of gospel across the water’s face, 
Our boat a common shelter for all found by your grace. 
 

 



We cast our net, O Jesus; we seek your promised reign; 
We work for love and justice; we learn to hope through pain. 
You call on us to gather God’s daughters and God’s sons, 
To let your judgment heal us so that all may be one. 

 

SCRIPTURE Matthew 4:18-22 (NRSV) Ellen 
 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew 
his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, 
and I will make you fish for people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went 
from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat 
with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat 
and their father, and followed him. 

 

**SUNG RESPONSE   Open Our Hearts 

Open our hearts, open our minds 
open our lives to you, O loving God. 

 

**SCRIPTURE:  Matthew 16:21-26 (NRSV) David 
 

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo 
great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the 
third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, 
Lord! This must never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! 
You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things.” 
 

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but 
forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 

 

SERMON SERIES: The Once and Future Church 
Today’s Message: Back to the Future: Learning from the Past 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING   
 

OFFERTORY The Summons Mark 
 

Will you come and follow me If I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 
 

Will you leave yourself behind If I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 
 

Will you love the “you” you hide if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 



Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 
Through my sign and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
In your company I'll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION   
God, you have called us to follow you. With the offering of these gifts, we say “yes!” to your 
call. Strengthen us for the journey, we pray. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  David 
 

HYMN SF #79 Sing a New Church Mark 
  Hymn Tune: Nettleton 

 

Summoned by the God who made us rich in our diversity, 
Gathered in the name of Jesus richer still in unity: 
 

refrain 
Let us bring the gifts that differ and in splendid, varied ways, 
Sing a new church into being, one in faith and love and praise. 
 

Trust the goodness of creation; trust the Spirit strong within. 
Dare to dream the vision promised, sprung from seed of what has been. refrain 
 

Bring the hopes of ev’ry nation; bring the art of ev’ry race. 
Weave a song of peace and justice; let it sound through time and space. refrain 
 

Draw together at one table all the human family; 
Shape a circle ever wider and a people ever free. refrain 
 

**BENEDICTION  David 
 

POSTLUDE Nettleton, arr John Carter Martha 
 
 
 Acknowledgements 

Unless otherwise noted, music streamed and words printed with permission, OneLicense A-709231. 
All rights reserved. 

 Salley Gardens, a traditional Irish melody. Arranged by Larry Shackley ©, Hope Publishing Co. 

 You Walk Along Our Shoreline. Tune: Salley Gardens, a traditional Irish melody, harmonized for 
The New Century Hymnal © 1993 The Pilgrim Press. Text by Sylvia G. Dunstan © 1991 GIA 
Publications, Inc. 

 Open Our Hearts, words and music Jim Strathdee © 1983, Desert Flower Music. 

 The Summons. Tune: a traditional Scottish tune arr. by John L. Bell. Words: John Bell. Both tune 

and text © 1987, Wild Goose Resource Group, Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 

 Sing a New Church. Tune: Nettleton, from John Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, 1813. Public 
domain. Text by Delores Dufner, OSB © 1991, Sisters of St. Benedict. Published by OCP 
Publications GIA Publications. 

 Nettleton (see above). This tune is frequently used for the hymn, Come, Thou Fount of Every 
Blessing. Setting by John Carter © 2003. Hope Publishing Company. 
 
 



 Today’s Worship Leaders 

preacher  Rev. Dr. David Dethmers 

liturgist Ellen Bradley 

song leader Mark Long 

musician Martha Jones 
 

 This Week at FCUCC 

 May 9 –  16, 2021  
 

Sunday 9 10:00  Worship  sanctuary 
 11:05 Sermon Discussion sanctuary 
  

Monday 10 AP Testing continues Pilgrim, Mayflower, Library, Chapel, Zen Room 
 Audio/Visual upgrade work begins  sanctuary 
    

Tuesday 11 Audio/Visual upgrade work continues sanctuary 
 9:00 Worship & Celebration zoom 
 1:00 Property & Finance zoom 
 

Friday 14 10:00 Coffee Hour chapel 
 

Sunday 16 10:00  Worship sanctuary 
 11:05 Sermon Discussion sanctuary 
 12:30 Council Meeting zoom 
 

Council Meetings are open to congregants to attend. If you would like to sit in on a council meeting, 
please notify Mark Long, Moderator, or Beth Rakestraw, Church Administrator, before Sunday to 
receive the zoom link information required. 
 
“Corona Time” Church office hours:  Monday through Thursday   9:00 to 3:00 
 
 
                                  FCUCC Staff 

intentional interim minister david@uccgj.org Rev. Dr. David Dethmers 

choir & bell director topcatkc@aol.com Karen Caton** 

organist/pianist  marthajjones7960@gmail.com  Martha Jones  

office administrator         office@uccgj.org             Beth Rakestraw 

volunteer treasurer/finance finance@uccgj.org Martha Jones 
 

** On leave of absence until choirs can gather in person again. 
 

 

 

 Announcements 

Contact: Beth Rakestraw, Office Administrator, office@uccgj.org 
 

Adult Spiritual Formation Opportunity | Christianity after Religion:  The Once and 
Future Church | Sundays, April 18 through May 16 | Discussion group to follow worship 
TODAY in the sanctuary. The discussion will be taped and available on YouTube for those who 
worship at home. 
 

Project 1.27 Info Night | Tuesday May 11 | Join us for a Project 1.27 Info Night for Christians 
interested in pursuing foster care and adoption of kids in the Colorado Foster Care System.  First 
Baptist Church, 720 Grand Ave, Grand Junction, CO 81501.  Learn more and register online at 
project127.org/infonight. 



AP Testing | Begins Monday, May 3 | Ends Monday, May 17 | Many of the church’s meeting 
rooms have been reserved for this event. There is also zero access to these rooms while testing is going 
on, so volunteers who work indoors or outdoors should plan accordingly. Should you need an in-
person meeting space at church, please be sure to call Beth in advance to ensure space is available.  It 
is recommended to meet by zoom during this time. 
 

GVIN May Food Drive | Grand Valley Interfaith Network will host a May Day Foods Day food drive 
on Saturday, May 15, to benefit five local food banks that feed people from Palisade to Fruita.  Grocery 
bags are provided that have specific food lists attached so that the foods most needed are provided. 
The food banks being served by this event are Child and Migrant Services, The Agape Food Basket, 
The Community Food Bank, Clifton Christian Church Food Program, and Grand Valley Catholic 
Outreach.  Church members can pick bags up from church and return bags of food to the church by 
Thursday, May 13. The bags will be delivered to the drive for you on Saturday. 
 

UPDATED:  Second Quarter Mission & Outreach Project | Homeward Bound | OTC | The 
people who depend on Homeward Bound for food and shelter also struggle with basic over the 
counter medicine. This month we are collecting aspirin, Tylenol and cough drops to help with 
common headaches and colds. Please consider donating to this worthy cause this month. 

 

May Food Collection for Catholic Outreach | This month we are shooting for 100 cans of 
“cream of whatever” soup and 100 cans of canned fruits.  Goooooooo, church!!! 

 
                                                                   Pastoral Care 

The best way to contact Pastor David at any time is on his cell phone: 520-528-0855, with either a 
call or a text. Or you can leave a message at church: 970-242-0298, x104. To share a prayer request 
with the congregation, contact Beth Rakestraw, office@uccgj.org or 970-242-0298 x 105. 
 

 David Hoefer’s surgery next week 

 Continue to pray for:  
o Family and friends of Jan Scheevel 
o Donna Hochmuth 
o Rick Smith (former church custodian) and his family.  
o David Hays (Sharyl & Bob Peterson's nephew)  

 
                                                                  Vision & Mission 
 

As a progressive Christian community of faith, we seek to walk  
with compassion, inclusion, acceptance, bravery and understanding as Jesus did. 

 
We STRIVE to: 

 be a welcoming congregation where you are safe to be who you are. 

 Be life-long learners that question and challenge each other to grow in faith, thought and 
actions. 

 work for peace, equity and justice for all people. 

 protect and restore the integrity of our earth and all of creation.  

 be change-makers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



This poem has been made available to you for reference during the discussion time 
after service. 

 
“Lost Generation” by Jonathon Reed 
 
I am part of a lost generation,  
and I refuse to believe that  
I can change the world  
I realize this may be a shock but  
'Happiness comes from within'  
is a lie, and  
'Money will make me happy'  
So in thirty years I will tell my children  
they are not the most important thing in my life.  
My employer will know that  
I have my priorities straight because  
work  
is more important than  
family  
I tell you this  
Once upon a time  
Families stayed together  
but this will not be true in my era  
this is a quick fix society  
Experts tell me  
Thirty years from now I will be celebrating the 10th anniversary of my divorce  
I do not concede that  
I will live in a country of my own making  
In the future  
Environmental destruction will be the norm  
No longer can it be said that  
My peers and I care about this earth  
It will be evident that  
My generation is apathetic and lethargic  
It is foolish to presume that  
There is hope. 
 
And all of this will come true unless we reverse it.  

 
(Now read the poem from the bottom up.) 
 
 

 


