
Welcome to First Congregational Church United Church of Christ 

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 

October 25, 2020 

* All invited to stand in body or spirit 
 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND GREETING       Rev. Dr. David Dethmers  
 

Whoever you are…and wherever you are on life’s journey…  
you are welcome here!  

  

PRELUDE Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service Martha Jones 
Based on Beach Spring, from The Sacred Harp, 1844. Arr by Chuck Marohnic © 2000, MorningStar Music Publishers. 

OneLicense #A-709231. 
   

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on Ecclesiastes 3:1-8)  Ken Puhler 

 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 
      A time to be born, and a time to die; 
 A time to plant, and a time to harvest; 
      A time to kill, and a time to heal; 
 A time to break down, and a time to build up; 
      A time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
 A time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
      A time to build, and a time to raze; 
 A time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
      A time to seek, and a time to lose; 
 A time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
      A time to rip, and a time to sew; 
 A time to keep silence, and a time to speak out; 
      A time to love, and a time to hate; 
 A time for war, and a time for peace; 
      A time to work, and a time to play. 
 

HYMN All People That on Earth Do Dwell 
 All people that on earth do dwell, sing out your faith with cheerful voice. 
 Delight in God whose praise you tell, whose presence calls you to rejoice! 
 

Know that there is one God indeed; who fashions us without our aid. 
Who claims us, gives us all we need, whose tender care will never fade. 
 

Enter the sacred gates with praise, with joy approach the temple walls! 
Extol and bless our God always as people whom the Spirit calls! 
 

Proclaim again that God is good, whose mercy is forever sure. 
Whose truth at all times firmly stood, and shall from age to age endure. 

Tune: Old Hundredth attrib to Louis Bourgeois (16th century). Words: William Kethe, 1561, 
adapt. By Thomas H. Troeger © 1992, oxford University Press. OneLicense #A-709231. 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON:   Luke 10:38-42 (NRSV) Ken 
 

Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a woman named Martha 
welcomed him into her home. She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and 
listened to what he was saying. But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him 
and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her 
then to help me.” But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by 
many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be 
taken away from her.” 



SOLO Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love Pam Gregory 
Tune: Chereponi, a Ghanaian folk song adapted by Tom Colvin and arr. by Jane Marshall © 1982. Words Tom Colvin © 1969, Hope Publishing, 

OneLicense #A-709231 
 

SERMON SERIES: GREAT WOMEN OF THE BIBLE 
TODAY’S MESSAGE: Martha and Mary:  Finding Balance  

 

HYMN When Jesus Went to Bethany 
When Jesus went to Bethany for Martha’s hospitality, 
she made him welcome in her home, for she was sure the Christ had come. 
 

When Jesus went to Bethany, there Mary studied eagerly. 
She knelt to wash his feet and poured her precious ointment for the Lord. 
 

When Jesus went to Bethany, two sisters loved him faithfully. 
May we, like them, both learn and serve, and fill this household with our love. 

Words © 1997 by Elizabeth J. Smith. OneLicense #A-709231 
Music: Tallis’ Canon (NCH 100) 

 

STEWARDSHIP TESTIMONY AND INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Ken 
 

OFFERING AND OFFERTORY Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love Martha 
 Tune: Chereponi, a Ghanaian folk song adapted by Tom Colvin © 1969. 
Setting by John Carter © 2010, Hope Publishing, OneLicense #A-709231 

 

* DOXOLOGY      
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
 Praise God all creatures high and low.  
 Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 Praise God for all that Love has done, 
 Creator, Christ and Spirit One. 
 Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
  tune: Lasst Uns Erfreuen, 1623 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)   David
 Both Mary and Martha brought your son gifts, O God. Mary brought the gift of presence.  
 Martha brought the gift of service. May we bring both, we pray, to honor your name. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

HYMN  O Grant Us, God, a Little Space 

O grant us, God, a little space from daily tasks set free. 
We meet within this holy place and find security. 
 

Around us rolls the ceaseless tide of business, toil, and care, 
And scarcely can we turn aside for one brief hour of prayer. 
 

Yet this is not the only place your presence may be found; 
On daily work you shed your grace, and blessings all around. 
 

Yours are the workplace, home, and mart, the wealth of sea and land; 
The worlds of science and of art are fashioned by your hand. 
 

Work shall be prayer, if all be wrought as you would have it done; 
And prayer, by you inspired and taught, shall then with work be one. 

 
Tune: Winchester Old, from Este’s Whole Book of Psalmes, 1592. Words: John Ellerton, 1870. Public domain. 

 

BENEDICTION 
 



BENEDICTION IN SONG  When We Are Living, vs 4  
Shalom to you, now. Shalom my friends. 
May God’s full mercies bless you, my friends. 
In all your living and through your loving, 
Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom. 

 
Words: Roberto Escamilla; Eng tr George Lockwood © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House; Music: Spanish melody arr Hal Hopson © 1998 

Hope Publishing. OneLicense A709231 

 
 Today’s Worship Leaders 

preacher  Rev. David Dethmers 

liturgist Ken Puhler 

song leader Pam Gregory 

musician Martha Jones 

ministers of welcome greeters 

 

           announcements 

Contact: Beth Rakestraw, Office Administrator, office@uccgj.org 
 

Hey there, FCUCC Young People!  We are gathering TODAY from 4 to 6pm. There are no age 
restrictions on this one. We will be at the church and work on a clean up project outside. So dress 
appropriately, bring some gloves, if you can spare a leaf rake, broom, etc. that would be wonderful. 
We’ll plan on some pizza before you leave. Please plan to mask and social distance as appropriate. 
Thanks! Karen 
 

Trunk or treat!!  After much discussion, we have decided to go ahead with a slightly modified 
version of Trunk or Treat this year. We feel we can keep it safe, CDC compliant and still have some 
fun.  In order to do so, we are asking all participants to do the following: 
 

 Drivers – please leave an empty parking space between you and any neighboring cars in the 
church parking lot. 

 All participants must wear a face mask. 

 Please maintain as much social distancing as possible. 

 Those handing out candy will be asked to wear food service type plastic gloves. Those will be 
supplied for you by the Spiritual Formation team. Please wear them at all times while handing 
out candy. 
 

Use only individually wrapped commercially available candy. 
So…come prepared to festively decorate your vehicle or trunk; costumes are encouraged; and enjoy 
the fresh air and the kiddos. This event won’t be widely publicized, but please feel free to tell your 
neighbors, your friends, your grandkids and their friends, and above all have a good and safe time! 
 

WHEN:  Saturday, October 31, 2020 
TIME:  4:00 to 6:00 pm 
WHERE: FCUCC Parking Lot 
 

Office Angel Envelope Stuffers Needed.  I need help with a mailing this coming week.  Monday 
afternoon, October 26, 1:00 pm, one or two people are needed to cut out pledge cards, place stamps 
on SASEs, and insert them into larger envelopes.  Tuesday, October 27, 12:30 pm, one or two people 
are needed to match letters to mailing labels [very important!] and label, stamp and seal the 
envelopes for mailing.  Masks and the use of hand sanitizer will be required both days, and the work 
will be done in the library so social distancing can be maintained.  Please email office@uccgj.org or 
call me at 970-242-0298 X105.  Many thanks!   ~Beth 

 

No Magazines for VA During Corona Time.  Mission & Outreach has been informed by the 
librarian at the Veterans' Hospital that they are no longer accepting magazines, so our members 

mailto:office@uccgj.org


should no longer be bringing them in.  This may change,  but because of Covid, they presently feel it's 
unsafe for multiple people to be handling the same magazines -- understandably! 
 

Socksgiving!  Socksgiving offers the opportunity to donate new socks for men, women, children, and 
infants. These socks will be distributed to The House, Project 1.27, and Homeward Bound.  You can 
make a great social impact, one pair of socks at a time. This campaign will run from October 1- 
November 8th. 
 

October Food Item:  Canned/Dried Beans! 
It's October, and almost Halloween-y, 

So we are going to do something kind of bean-y -- 
Let's bring 'em canned, let's bring 'em dry, 

At least 100 (or 200?), my oh my! 
Bring one, bring two, Bring three, or four, 

Our basket always has room for more! 
 

Soles for Souls.  Don't forget when you are cleaning out your closets that shoes you no longer want 
or need can be dropped off in the bin in the Gathering Space. 
 

Giving statements for your donations through the end of the third quarter were emailed last week. 
For those without emails, paper copies were mailed. If you did not receive a statement, please contact 
Martha at (970) 250-7960 or finance@uccgj.org. 
 

UPDATED:  Sunday, November 8th has been designated as Fall Clean Up Sunday.  We will have 
a normal worship service followed by a “socially distanced” outdoor workday.  We will be raking and 
blowing leaves, pruning shrubs and bushes, and cleaning out flower beds and the labyrinth area.  If 
you are interested in participating, please RSVP to office@uccgj.org or call 242-0298.  If you cannot 
make Sunday, (or do not want to be around other persons), we encourage you to RSVP with a date 
and “chore” you would like to help with – either raking, pruning, or cleaning flower bed or labyrinth. 
Since we have a limited supply of tools at the church, please bring your rake, pruning shears or other 
tool that you would need for your “chore of choice”.  And don’t forget to write your name/initials on 
them!  Remember to bring work gloves, hat, sunglasses, sunscreen, and snacks (if needed).  Bottled 
water will be provided.  Finally, all are invited to wear work clothing to the worship service. 

 
 This Week at FCUCC 

 October 25 - November 1, 2020 
 

TODAY 10:00 Worship sanctuary 
 11:30 Lord’s Prayer Discussion zoom 
    

Wednesday 28 1:30 Knitting Ministry chapel 
 

Friday 30 10:00 Women’s Coffee zoom 
    

Sunday 1 10:00 Worship w/Communion sanctuary 
 11:15 RAW Q&A with Antonio Clark sanctuary 
 
   

“Corona Time” Church office hours:  Monday through Thursday   9:00 to 3:00 
 
 

                                  FCUCC Staff 

intentional interim minister david@uccgj.org Rev. Dr. David Dethmers 

christian education  topcatkc@aol.com Karen Caton 

facility manager          rick@uccgj.org Rick Smith 



choir & bell director topcatkc@aol.com Karen Caton** 

organist/pianist marthajjones7960@gmail.com  Martha Jones 

office administrator         office@uccgj.org           Beth Rakestraw 

volunteer treasurer/finance finance@uccgj.org Martha Jones 
 

** On leave of absence until choirs can gather in person again. 
 
 

                                                                  Pastoral Care 

Pastor David is available to meet with anyone who would like to get together with him for any 
reason. Just call him at 970-242-0298, X104, [the issue with his voice mailbox has been 
addressed] and leave a message; he'll get back to you! For a pastoral care emergency after hours, 
please call Pastor David’s cell, 520-528-0855. To share a prayer request with the congregation, 
contact Beth Rakestraw, office@uccgj.org, 970-242-0298 X105. 
 

Please remember in your prayers: 
 

 Gail Gordon was in a car accident this past week. She is doing okay, but one other driver was 
taken from the scene with facial injuries and a concussion.    

 Brian Mahoney is home from his surgery, doing well, and looking forward to a positive 
recovery. He and Linda are very hopeful for a positive result. 

 


