
Welcome to First Congregational Church United Church of Christ 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

July 11, 2021 

**Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND GREETING Rev. David Dethmers 
 

Whoever you are…and wherever you are on life’s journey…  
you are welcome here!  

 

PRELUDE Stuttgart, Witt/arr. Pamela M. Robertson Martha Jones 

Note that this is an arrangement of the tune of our first hymn this morning. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP: The Parent’s Love (Based on Psalm 103:13-22) Ken Puhler 
 

As a parent has compassion for her children, so the LORD has compassion for those who show 
honor and respect. 

For God knows how we were made; God remembers that we are from dust. 
As for mortals, our days are like grass; we flourish like a flower of the field; 
then the wind passes over us, and we are gone, and the place knows us no more. 

But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear 
God, and God’s righteousness extends to our children’s children, to all those who keep 
the faith and remember God’s commandments. 

Bless the LORD, all you heavenly ones, you mighty ones who do God’s bidding. 
Bless the LORD, all heavenly hosts, God’s ministers that do all God asks. 

Bless the LORD, all who were created by God’s hand, in all places, at all times. 
Bless the LORD, O my soul! 

 

** HYMN NCH #13 O My Soul, Bless Your Creator Michael Petri 
 

O my soul, bless your Creator; all within me bless God’s name; 
Bless your Maker, and forget not all God’s mercies to proclaim. 
 

God forgives all your transgressions, all who suffer, gently heals; 
God redeems you from destruction, and with you so kindly deals. 
 

Far as east from west is distant, God has put away our sin; 
Like a mother, and a father, God compassionate has been. 
 

As it was without beginning, so it lasts without an end; 
To their children’s children ever shall God’s righteousness extend: 
 

Unto all who keep God’s covenant and are steadfast in God’s way; 
Unto all who still remember God’s commandments and obey. 

 

SCRIPTURE Luke 15:1-10 (NRSV) Ken 
 

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the Pharisees and 
the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So he 
told them this parable: “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does 
not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? When 
he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls 
together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep 
that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than 
over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. “Or what woman having ten silver 
coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until 



she finds it? When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice 
with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of 
the angels of God over one sinner who repents. 

 

**SUNG RESPONSE  Open Our Hearts Michael 
Open our hearts, open our minds 

open our lives to you, O loving God. 
 

SCRIPTURE:  Luke 15:11-32 (NRSV) David 
 

Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, 
‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property 
between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant 
country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a 
severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and 
hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 
He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him 
anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread 
enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say 
to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ So he set off and went to his father. But while he 
was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around 
him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring 
out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And 
get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. “Now his elder son was in the field; 
and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the 
slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has 
killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ Then he became angry and 
refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his father, 
‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed 
your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my 
friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, 
you killed the fatted calf for him!’ Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all 
that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead 
and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’” 

 

SERMON SERIES: POWER PACKED PARABLES FROM JESUS 
TODAY: The Prodigal Son or the Loving Parent? 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING   
 

OFFERTORY NCH #202 O God, How We Have Wandered Michael 
 

O God, how we have wandered and hidden from your face; 
In foolishness have squandered your legacy of grace. 
But how, in exile dwelling, we turn with fear and shame. 
As distant but compelling, you call us each by name. 
 

And how at length discerning the evil that we do, 
By faith we are returning with hope and trust in you. 
In haste you come to meet us, and home rejoicing bring, 
In gladness there to greet us with calf and robe and ring. 



O God of all the living, both banished and restored, 
Compassionate, forgiving, our peace and hope assured. 
Grant now that our transgressing, our faithlessness may cease. 
Stretch out your hand in blessing, in pardon, and in peace. 
 

**DOXOLOGY 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God for all that love has done. 
Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen. 

 

**PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
   

You are ever and always faithful to us, O God. We bring these gifts as an expression of our 
desire to be always faithful to you. Receive them with our gratitude, we pray. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  David 
 

**HYMN NCH #423  Great Is Your Faithfulness Michael 
 

Great is your faithfulness, O God, Creator; 
With you no shadow of turning we see; 
You do not change, your compassions, they fail not; 
All of your goodness forever will be.  

 

Great is your faithfulness! Great is your faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed your hand has provided. 
Great is your faithfulness, God, unto me!  

 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To your great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace so enduring, 
Your own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow– 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  

 

**BENEDICTION  David 
 

POSTLUDE Great is Thy Faithfulness, Runyan/arr John Carter Martha 
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 This Week at FCUCC 

 July 11 – 18, 2021  
 

Sunday 11 10:00 Worship sanctuary and streamed online 
 11:30 Council Meeting chapel 
          Council Meetings are open to congregants to attend.  
 

Wednesday 14 6:30 Marketing Team zoom 
   

Friday 16 10:00 Coffee Hour zoom 
   

Sunday 18 10:00 Worship sanctuary and streamed online 
  
 

“Corona Time” Church office hours:  Monday through Thursday,  9:00 to 3:00.  
 
 
 Announcements 

Contact: Beth Rakestraw, Office Administrator, office@uccgj.org 
 

Save the dates | July 28 | Ice Cream Social at Graff Farms Dairy | August 27-29 | Church camping 
at Island Lake (on top of the Grand Mesa). Stay overnight or spend the day! 
 

July Catholic Outreach Needs | Think about a delicious meal you’ve had lately. Didn’t those side 
dishes of vegetables and pasta salad just make the meal complete? Well, Catholic Outreach needs our 
help in supplying those side dishes. For the month of July we are collecting canned vegetables and 



pasta side dishes (prepackaged pasta pkgs). Let’s see if we can collect at least 100 of each so that many 
more people in the valley can have a delicious and complete meal. 
 

                  Third Quarter Mission & Outreach Focus:  The House.  For the month of July, we are 

collecting two all-important items for any household:  toilet paper and paper towels!                   
 

 
                                                                  Pastoral Care 

The best way to contact Pastor David at any time is on his cell phone: 520-528-0855, with either a 
call or a text. Or you can leave a message at church: 970-242-0298, x104. To share a prayer request 
with the congregation, contact Beth Rakestraw, office@uccgj.org or 970-242-0298 x 105. 
 

Creta Payne requested prayer for her Great Granddaughter Rylie, who is experiencing some family 
issues. 
 
 Vision & Mission 
 

As a progressive Christian community of faith, we seek to walk 
with compassion, inclusion, acceptance, bravery and understanding as Jesus did. 

 

We STRIVE to:  
 

 be a welcoming congregation where you are safe to be who you are.  

 be life-long learners that question and challenge each other to grow in faith, thought and 
actions. 

 work for peace, equity and justice for all people 

 protect and restore the integrity of our earth and all of creation.  

 be change-makers. 


